70m OPEN

TOP 30 CHANCES

ALLEN Nathan QLD 5.00m
Has enjoyed some success over the shorter journey in smaller meets around Queensland and NSW. Ran in a recent 70m Skins final at Gilgandra in NSW. May offer some nuisance to his rivals.

BRAVEY Peter SA 9.25m (2000: 9.00m)
Past winner of this race back in 1996 (7.31secs off 10.5m). This season he has been running well off his frontmark over 120m, highlighted by a 2nd placing in the Salisbury North Gift (12.70secs off 16.75m). He might be around the mark.

BROWN Chris VIC 9.25m (2000: 10.00m)
Brother of last year’s Bay Sheffield who has some minor VAL races to his credit, including the recent 120m Seymour Gift off a handicap of 16.0m. Was a finalist here last year in this race, finishing 4th in 7.72secs off 10.0m. Back a little this year but don’t discount.
BROWN Craig VIC 2.50m (2000: 4.00m)
Last year’s winner of the main race. Won the Stawell 70m Open in 2000 (7.58secs off 4.25m). Can fly but will need to from where he starts.

BURBRIDGE Adam VIC 3.00m (2000: 4.50m)
Has good form over the 120m finishing 2nd at Stawell and winning the Restricted 120m here last year. Recently he ran 2nd to Clint Youlden in a heat of the 120m Mooney Valley series. Classy performer.

CALLARD Matthew VIC 4.75m
Doesn’t run too often over this distance but showing all the right indications that he may be a hot tip for tomorrow’s action, including a recent 5th in the Mt Gambier Gift final (12.80secs off 7.75m). If he lines up in this, he is likely to be in good enough form to trouble many of his opponents.

CARA John VIC 6.25m (2000: 6.00m)
Won the 70m Open (7.81secs off 4.0m) on the same day he won the rich 120m Ballarat Gift last February. His trademark is his quick early speed which is so important over this distance. Go well.

CHAMBERS Kevin SA 14.00m
SANFL football umpire who is not a favourite with football supporters but may be a favourite in this off the limit mark. Won the 70m Novice final at Henley in October (7.90secs off 14.0m) and was 2nd last week at Plympton behind Aaron McMahon (7.67secs off 14.0m). Will aim to use his early lead to advantage.

CLELAND James SA 3.50m (2000: 4.50m)
Runner up in 1999 behind Matthew Newton in this final off 4.75m. As if often the case, he has not been sighted until the Bay Sheffield, so it would be like backing an overseas horse in the Melbourne Cup. Worth including despite handicap readjustment.

CONGDON David SA 6.50m (2000: 5.75m)
Ran 2nd (7.66s off 6.50m) in the 70m Novice final at the Colley Reserve meet earlier this month behind Ben McLean. Hasn’t run many of the recent 70m in Open company but shows promise.

DUNBAR Cam VIC 4.50m (2000: 6.25m)
Won 70m Open at Ararat last season and this season won the 120m Bacchus Marsh Gift and the 70m/100m Shepparton double. The mark is a little tight and is better off concentrating on tomorrow’s race. You never know however.

EVELYN Everton NSW SCR
Exciting Barbados athlete who is residing in NSW under the care of Marcus Arnold. Ran off scratch at Stawell recording 7.64secs to finish 3rd in the final. Not to be sneezed at.

HAMS Craig SA 6.50m (2000: 6.50m)
Finished 5th in the 70m Open final at the Colley Reserve meet (7.69secs off 6.50m) and backed up a week later to dead heat with Jason Noble for 1st place in the 70m Open final at Salisbury North (7.69secs off 6.50m). Amongst the top picks.

LETTON Bradley SA 7.00m
Made the 70m semis at the Pre-Bay, Salisbury North and Plympton meets. His fastest time over the 70m was recorded at the Mt Gambier meet when he ran 7.64secs in the heat and semi before running 3rd in the final off the same mark he has landed here. No bunny.

LEWIS Justin VIC 3.25m (2000: 4.50m)
Has a good history over 70m with numerous wins under his belt. Ran 3rd in this final last year (7.68secs off 4.5m) before being runner up in the main race the following day. Comes back a little this year but should be in the hunt again.

MARANGON Damien SA 5.50m (2000 : 5.50m)

The 1997 Bay Sheffield Restricted winner (12.6secs off 7.5m) who was 3rd in this final in 1999 off 5.5m. Representing SA as a beach sprinter this month and stands out as one of the better chances.

MAXWELL Cameron SA 6.00m
Youngster from Mt Gambier who performed a rare feat in winning his first ever run with the League in the Mt Gambier 70m Open (7.73secs off 7.0m). Comes back in his mark for his win but is likely to have some improvement left in him.

MCLEAN Ben SA 6.00m (2000: 5.50m)
ABC journo who may fancy himself in this. The 70m is likely to suit him as he has had trouble making the full 120m distance a couple of times this season. Won the 70m Novice final at Colley Reserve (7.58secs off 5.75m) in a time that was faster than 70m Open that same day. Has gone amiss with injuries since but, if he fronts, will be one to watch.

MCMAHON Aaron SA 6.50m
Could not have been more impressive in winning last weekend’s Plympton 70m Open final (7.60s off 6.25m) and will be a big chance if he focuses on this race, especially with a 0.25m increase. A special.

NEVE Jason SA 7.25m (2000: 7.25m)
Has been chasing a baby around of late which seems to have helped his form. Having a terrific season, perhaps the best of his career. His results include a 3rd in the Plympton 70m Open final (7.73secs off 7.25m) and a 2nd in the Colley Reserve 100m Gift (10.63secs off 8.75m). Can make an impact.

NEWTON Matthew NSW 5.00m (2000: 5.00m)
Won this event in 1999 (7.59secs off 6.25m). Came over last year for a crack at the Gift and had bundles of cash put on him, before getting run over in the semis. Looking ready for another successful carnival this year, as indicated by a win in a Skins Race (4x70m) at Gilgandra. His mark there was 3.25m and a time of 7.7secs was given. Should be in the thick of things.

O'DWYER Peter VIC 3.50m
Veteran speedster who is not finished with yet. Has won this race before back in 1990 off 2.75m and recently made a 70m final at Woodend off 3.0m (16/12). Don’t be fooled into thinking he can’t make it again.

PYM Andrew NSW 3.00m
The 2001 Stawell Gift champ (11.97secs off 7.75m) who has also qualified for a 70m Stawell final in his time. Getting back to a top runner’s mark now but is too good to put a line through his name.
ROGERS Darren WA 5.00m (6.50m)
Young kid from WA with some wraps on him. Won the 120m Under 20s final last year at this meeting (13.02secs off 8.0ms) and is returning for more success. Was timed running 8.6secs for 80 metres a few days ago which suggests he has the speed to do some serious damage in this race.
SHEEHY Keith SA 3.50m
Ran a brilliant 3rd in the Mt Gambier 70m Open final on the same day he ran 3rd in the Gift. He has had many sensational runs this year over all sprint distances and must be considered a winning chance.

SKETCHER Vaughan VIC 5.75m
Won the 70m Open and 100m Bill Howard Restricted in the same year at Stawell (1998). If he gets back to that level of competition, beware.

TELFER Ken ACT 6.75m (2000: 8.75m)
2nd in both the 120m Restricted and 70m Open finals last year, missing the verdict in the 70m Open by the width of a Hal Thomas cigarette. Taking a pull in the marks this year which makes it more of a challenge. Prefer to see.

VICINO David VIC 6.25m (2000: 6.50m)
Coming over with John Henry from Victoria. Ran a fast 7.78secs off 4.5m in his heat at Epping and with a 1.75m lift from that mark must be confident here.

YOULDEN Clint VIC 3.75m
The 2000 Stawell Gift runner up who is a big chance to go one better tomorrow in SA’s biggest footrace. Hasn’t run over the 70m of late but we can’t leave him out of the top chances because we rate him too highly. An unknown factor in this.

ZANELLA Mark SA 7.75m (2000: 7.25m)
Local who has always shown his best over this journey. Ran 3rd in the 70m Open final at Salisbury North behind the dead heaters Hams and Noble (7.72secs off 7.75m). Last week he ended up 4th in the Plympton 70m Open final (7.88secs off 7.75m). Not the worst.

OTHER RUNNERS:

ADAMS John NSW 3.50m
AMATO Damian QLD 5.75m (2000: 5.50m)
APPS Nicole NSW 7.75m
ARKIT Ashley SA 6.00m (2000: 5.50m)
BARNETT Mark SA 14.00m
BEAVEN Scott VIC 5.75m
BECK Andrew SA 7.50m
BOWIE William SA 5.75m
BURNETT Paul VIC 5.25m
CAMPAGNA Adrian VIC 6.50m (2000: 6.50m)
CLELAND Michael SA 5.00m
COLE Tom SA 6.25m (2000: 5.50m)
COUGHLAN Michael SA 7.75m (2000: 7.75m)
DADDOW Stuart SA 6.75m (2000: 6.75m)
DAWSON Darren SA 13.75m (2000: 14.00m)
DENEHY Greg SA 6.25m (2000: 5.50m)
DUDKIEWICZ Peter VIC 5.25m
DUNN Marty VIC 6.50m
EVANS Michael SA 7.50m (2000: 6.75m)
FAIRWEATHER Tony NSW 9.75m (2000: 9.50m)
FAULKNER Mark SA 5.00m
FOLEY Craig VIC 7.25m (2000: 7.00m)
FULLER Brett SA 5.25m
FURY Adrian NSW 7.75m

GOLDEN Brendan SA 9.50m

HANCOCK Tyson SA 7.00m (2000: 6.75m)
HARKER Victor NSW 5.50m
HEWTON John SA 13.50m (2000: 13.50m)
HILDYARD Luke SA 9.75m (2000: 9.25m)
HOARE Nathan SA 7.50m
HODGES Chris SA 6.00m
HORE Adam SA 6.25m
KILLIAN Brian SA 9.25m (2000: 9.00m)

KILSBY Jonathon SA 7.00m
KING Evan VIC 2.75m
KOWAL Daniel SA 8.75m

KOWAL Matthew SA 7.25m

LANCASTER Craig VIC14.00m
LEHMANN Narelle VIC 14.00m

LEHMANN Rob VIC 5.25m
LIPTAK Patrick SA 6.00m
LOCKHARDT Graham VIC 6.00m
MACGIBBON Jennifer VIC 10.75m
MAY Travis SA 7.00m
MCMAHON Jordan SA 4.75m
MCTERNAN Damien NSW 5.75m
MILBANK Zac SA 5.25m
NISSEN Anthony SA 5.50m
NOBBS Paul SA 7.25 (2000: 7.00m)
NOBLE Jason SA 7.25 (2000: 7.25m)
NOBLET James SA 5.50 (2000: 5.50m)
OBST Damian SA 7.75 (2000: 7.25m)
O'CONNOR Anthony SA 6.00m (2000: 5.75m)
OLABINRI Tokunbri NSW 5.75m
O'NEIL, Gavin VIC 6.00m
PAGE Damien SA 5.75m
PASQUALI Walter VIC 5.50m (2000: 5.25m)
RAMSEY Brendan SA 5.00m (2000: 5.00m)
RYDER Shaun SA 6.25m (2000: 6.25m)
SADDINGTON Glenn VIC 9.50m (2000: 9.25m)
SAMMUT Daniel NSW 6.50m
SHEFFIELD Richard SA 10.50m (2000: 8.75m)
SINGLETON Shanie NSW 8.00m
SPENCER Robert VIC 4.75m
STEELE Andrew SA 6.00m
STEVENSON Stuart TAS 6.50m
THOMAS Hal SA 14.00m (2000: 14.00m)
THOMPSON Simon SA 7.00m
TODD Billy SA 8.00m
TUCKER Philip SA 9.75m (2000: 9.25m)
WEEKLEY Tim NT 5.25m
WEIR Jake QLD 5.00m
WENHAM Scott SA 6.50m (2000: 6.25m)
WHITTAKER Darren VIC 7.75m (2000: 7.25m)
WUJEK David SA 7.25m (2000: 7.00m)
YORKE Cameron WA 5.75m (2000: 5.00m)
ZIMARIS Steve VIC 13.00m (2000: 12.50m)
70m Womens

TOP 20 CHANCES

APOSTOLOU Michelle SA 5.25m (2000: 5.25m)
In-form SA sprinter who is in PB shape. Her wins this season include a victory over this distance at Flinders (8.33secs off 5.5m). Go well.

ATKINS Kylie SA 7.00m
Finally living up to her potential and deserves to be one of the favourites in this, especially after a clear-cut victory in the 70m Women’s final at Colley Reserve this month (8.36secs off 7.0m). Looks the part. 
BURCKHARDT Michelle SA 9.75m (2000: 9.50m)
The centre of a drama-filled 70m Women’s final last year at this meeting, when the race had to be re-run because her false start hadn’t been picked up. Not showing anything like the form so displayed in that race last year but could easily turn it around quickly.
DUNN Abbey SA 6.50m
Made the final of the Flinders 70m Women’s final in October (4th, 8.45secs off 6.5m). Better than average.
FAIRWEATHER Alison NSW 8.75m (2000: 8.25m)

3rd in this final last year (8.59secs off 8.25m). Goes forward even further this year, so she should fancy herself.

FOX Carolyn VIC 8.50m (2000: 8.00m)
Is a remarkably similar athlete to Victorian rival Anne Fearnley and is competitive over a wide range of distances. Won over 120m at Ballarat and Ararat last season. Will appreciate more distance however and is likely to be concentrating on the 550m.
FENECH Joanne SA 6.25m (2000: 7.50m)
Last year’s Bay Sheffield 120m Women’s winner (14.42secs off 10.5m) who will enjoy seeing her photo on the front cover of this year’s program. No pressure on her this year however because her latest form makes her an unlikely finalist in this or in tomorrow’s race.

FENECH Kate SA 5.75m
Numerous good results to report in the last couple of years, including a 4th at Stawell in the Women’s 100m final this year (11.95secs off 5.25m). Will find this distance a little short, although did wind up 3rd in the 70m Women’s final at Colley Reserve earlier this month (8.47secs off 6.25m). Better chances in the 120m and 550m but don’t discard altogether.
LEHMANN Narelle VIC 6.25m
A winner over 100ms and 400ms in the past at Stawell and has been racing over this distance against the boys in Open company in Victoria. Was 2nd to Cam Dunbar in a 70 metres heat off 13.0m at Seymour before finishing 2nd to the flying Casey McMahon over 70 metres at Epping (7.69 secs off 13.25m). Could threaten.
LEHMANN Paula SA 4.00m (2000: 5.25m)
Last year’s winner of both the first final and then the re-run. Is back from injury and also back in her handicap, so she will simply enjoy competing as the defending title holder.
MACGIBBON Jennifer VIC 5.00m
Won the women’s 100m at Stawell this year off 4m in 11.76secs. Anyone that does that, has to have some talent. Keep in mind.

NEWTON Kylie NSW 5.25m
Formerly known as Kylie Watkins but recently married to Matthew. Is known for her feats over 400m, with an excellent PB of 54.13secs. Nevertheless she has won over 120m in NSW this season. Another who will be probably best served over 550m but is too good to underestimate over any distance.
OSBORNE Leah SA 7.50m (2000: 6.00m)

Showed enormous potential a couple of seasons ago, winning two sashes in two meetings at Camden and Barmera. Has gone off the boil since but there are some indications of late she may be ready to leap back into the frame. May surprise.

PAPARELLA Karen SA 11.75m (2000: 11.25m)
Frontmarker who enjoys this distance because she won’t run out of puff. Has made the final a couple of times before and could again, as shown by an appearance in last weekend’s 120m Plympton Women’s final and a win 2 weeks ago in the Salisbury North Over 35s final (13.90secs off 24m). Will give them something to catch.

POHLNER Robyn SA 7.50m (2000: 7.00m)
Started the season with a bang, winning the 200m Women’s final at Flinders (24.10secs off 20m). Has been missing from competition lately, suggesting some injury niggles. At her best she would be right in there.
SINGLETON Shanie NSW 4.00m

Had a good couple of days in early November finishing 2nd in the Women’s 120m at Queanbeyan and at Campbelltown, both off 3.50m. In early December she was 2nd at Gilgandra in the Women’s 120m off 3.25m. Her great form has also been seen in the Open races with a win at Queanbeyan over 70m (7.30secs off 11.0m). Is firing.
SPARROW Andrea SA 3.50m
Has yet to win a sash, which is unbelievable considering her undeniable talent. Was extremely close last season but yet to hit her straps this season. Was 5th in the Colley Reserve 70m Women’s final (8.57secs off 2.75m) and goes forward significantly, so she may have something up her sleeve.

TURLEY Claire SA 9.25m (2000: 8.50m)
2nd over 70m at Flinders (8.43secs off 9.0m) behind Michelle Apostolou but has gone off the boil in recent weeks. Looking for a return of that early season form.
VINEY Amanda SA 6.50m
Can sprint well on her day but hasn’t put her best foot forward of late, except for a win over 400m at Camden in November (57.16secs off 26m). Assess in heat.
WILSON Angela VIC 12.00m (2000: 11.75m)
Finished 6th in this final in 1998 (8.58secs off 11.50m) but has been run out of her heat each year since. Will aim to use her frontmark to advantage.

OTHER RUNNERS:
BOULT Dianne SA 14.00m (2000: 12.50m)
BULNER Rachel VIC 9.50m

BURBIDGE Jenna SA 7.50m
FOUREUR Lindy SA 6.50m
FREYER Heidi NSW 8.50m (2000: 7.75m)
HEWITT Erin SA 4.00m
HOLLOWAY Kim VIC 6.00m (2000: 5.50m)
KASPERSKI Katrina SA 7.25m
LETTON Kim SA 7.75m (2000: 6.50m)
MCRAE Sue SA 7.00m
MYATT Lee SA 8.00m (2000: 7.25m)
NOACK Sarah SA 7.50m
SAMMUT Samantha NSW 7.00m
SHEPPARD Sue SA 10.50m
VAN MOOK Jayen SA 6.25m
YOUNG Kyla SA 7.00m
120m ADELAIDE BAY SHEFFIELD

FULL FORM GUIDE

ADAMS John NSW 7.00m Marcus Arnold 20/1

A training partner of Everton Evelyn who was 2nd in the 2001 Burramine Gift and won the Tullamarine Gift (12.62secs off 5.50m) in his first year of running. Won his heat at Stawell in 12.44secs off 6.5m but ran slightly slower in the semi finishing fourth behind eventual winner Pym. Has obvious talent so it would pay to watch for betting moves.

ALLEN Nathan QLD 7.50m Neil McCoy 25/1

Former High School champion who ran 12.49secs off 7.5m at Stawell earlier this year to finish 4th in his heat. Will need to improve on than that here and is having his first taste of Bay Sheff action. Unlikely.

AMATO Damian QLD 9.50m (2000: 9.25m) Self trained 50/1
A former SA Athletic League Athlete of the Year currently living in Queensland. He made the 1997 Bay Sheffield final, finishing 4th off 8m. Medical studies have restricted his training since moving and his recent performances have been below par. He will probably have a better chance of getting free accommodation and travel around Adelaide than he will in getting past his heat.

ARKIT Ashley SA 9.25m (2000: 8.75m) Paul Young 100/1

Joined the Paul Young stable about two weeks ago with Mark Faulkner, indicating a disrupted preparation. Has been quiet of late but previous form includes being runner up in the 1999 Bay Sheffield Restricted 120m final. You are more likely to see some action from him at the after race celebrations.

BEATON Warren NT 11.00m (2000: 9.75m) Self trained 100/1

Making the trip down from the NT. The previous winner of the Tennant Creek 100m but this is a big step up. Has the limit and likely to need it. If he wins this, it would be the biggest thing to happen since they discovered Ayres Rock.

BEAVEN Scott VIC 10.00m Kirsty Beaven 50/1

Won the Fitzroy Gift over 120m in 2000. Ran 6th in his heat of the 2001 Stawell Gift in 12.61 off 10m. The bookies will be offering good odds if you like his chances.

BECK Andrew SA 11.00m (2000: 10.50m) Steve Butler 150/1

Recent form has him well out of contention with the only notable placing a 2nd at the 2001 Henley 70m Novice. The chances of him getting past the heats are about as good as the chances of the Bay Sheffield being held in Stawell next year.

BOWIE William SA 8.75m Richard Manthey 40/1

A youngster who is competing with the SA Athletic League for the first time this year. Shows some toe but can’t seriously be expecting too much this time around. Watch for future reference.
BRIMACOMBE Steve VIC 3.0m Barry McLeod 12/1

The backmarker of this year’s field who has a rich history in both professional and amateur ranks. Launched his career in winning the 1991 Stawell Gift (off 6.75m) and 1991 Bay Sheffield (off 3.75m), before going on to represent his country at two Olympic Games. Was in superb form at the start of 2001, narrowly going down in his Stawell Gift semi to eventual winner Andrew Pym off 3.0m. Also represented Australia at the World Championships with distinction this year in the 100-metre relay team. Knows how to lift for the big occasion and listen for the crowd to roar if he storms home wearing the red.

BROWN Craig VIC 5.25m (2000: 8.00m) Jim Bradley 20/1

Last year’s Bay Sheffield champion who followed four days later with a win in the 2001 Burnie Gift. Has an amazing record at the Bay Sheffield Carnival, winning the Under 18 final in 1998, the Restricted final in 1999 and the Big One in 2000. However, the handicapper has finally got onto him and the 2.75m pull should rule him out of a victory this year.

BURBRIDGE Adam VIC 5.50m Jim Bradley 10/1

Exciting young talent who burst onto the scene in winning his first ever race in the 120m Restricted Handicap at last year’s Bay Sheffield Carnival (12.86secs off 7.25m). Managed the step up to open class with ease, burning the track up in the 2001 Stawell Gift final to finish runner-up to Andrew Pym (12.08secs off 6.0m). Meets Pym better at the marks this time around and is in good shape, sharpening up for this with a 2nd placing in a recent VAL sprint at the Mooney Valley racecourse behind Clint Youlden. Is coached by the irrepressible Jim Bradley and is more than capable of taking this out. 

BURCKHARDT Leon SA 9.50m (2000: 9.00m) Paul Young 12/1

Honest and consistent type who hasn’t won a 120m Gift for a few years but has been featuring in all the lead up finals this season. Won the 70m and 200m double at Flinders in late October and is never far from the action. Has been 2nd on a couple of occasions in Bay Sheffield semis and would dearly love to take the next step. Was a close runner-up to Tim Johnson in last week’s Plympton Gift (12.76secs off 9.0m) and meets Johnson better at the handicaps for this race. Will be trained to the minute by 1985 Stawell Gift winner Paul Young and this is his best-ever chance to make a final.

BURNETT Paul VIC 9.25m (2000: 9.00m) Roy Boyd 30/1

Winner of a number of minor races with the VAL but never featured to any great extent when visiting these foreshores. Finished 6th in his semi of the 2001 Stawell Gift in 12.53secs off 9ms. Would need to find another yard or five to be competitive.

BYRNE Damien SA 8.75m Stan Miller 50/1

A talented young runner who won the Under 20s’ 120m at the Salisbury North Carnival earlier this month (13.12secs off 5.5ms). A good chance in the 120m Under 20s’ race on Day 1, so assess him in that. Likely to be in this for the experience.

CALLARD Matthew VIC 8.00m John Henry 16/1

Up and coming runner who has won the 2001 Wangaratta Gift off 6m. Recent appearances in the finals of the Epping 200m Gift and the Mt Gambier 120m Gift (5th in the final off 7.75m in 12.80secs following a 12.44secs semi-final). Such performances indicate he is setting himself for this race. Big watch.

CAMPAGNA Adrian VIC 10.75m (2000: 10.75) Paul White 30/1

Winner of the 1999 Wangaratta and Rye Gifts. A handy runner who would need to be at his top to be around the mark. Finished 2nd in his heat at Stawell this year in a time of 12.44secs. Will aim to lead them up for a long way.

CARA John VIC 9.5m (2000: 10.25) Paul White 20/1

Won the rich Ballarat Gift in February of this year off a handicap of 8m before running third in his heat at Stawell in a time of 12.67 off 8m. Hasn’t set the world on fire here in the past but at his best he must be considered a chance. (Please note: the handicap has been readjusted after the prizemoney for his Ballarat Gift win was declared).

CHANDLER Andrew SA 10.00m (2000: 9.00m) Keith Patching 40/1
Has made two Bay finals (1994 and 1997) but has been right off the boil of late. His handicap is creeping out but even that won’t help him this year.

CLARKE James VIC 6.00m (2000: 5.75m) Greg Bisinella 16/1

Has run some very fast times but his form always seems to leave him when he travels across the border to compete here, suggesting injury worries. Despite this, he is still all class. His most notable win would be the 1999 Keilor Gift of 5.5m. Rates highly.

CLELAND James SA 8.25m (2000: 8.50m) Andrew McManus 14/1

The surprise packet of last year’s Bay Sheffield. Runner up in the 70m Open at the 1999 Bay Sheffield behind Matthew Newton. Won his heat of the 2001 Stawell Gift off 7.75m in a time of 12.47secs but backed up poorly for the semi, finishing 7th (12.56secs) to Todd Ireland. If in right frame of mind, can feature.

CRICHTON Simon QLD 8.75m (2000: 8.50m) Self trained 80/1

Former promising South Australian junior who is nowdays residing in the land of the Banana Benders. Hasn’t been in shape in recent times and likely to be coming down for some Christmas pudding with the folks. Passing.

DADDOW Stuart SA 9.75m (2000: 9.50m) Steve Butler 200/1

Better known for his efforts as a triple jumper. Best running effort this season was a 3rd in the Henley Novice 70m (7.96secs off 6.75m). Expect to see him in the grandstands with a hamburger after the heats.

DRISCOLL Richard VIC 9.75m Stewart Petersen 100/1

Has been competing for a number of years but is still eligible for the Restricted 120m on Day 1 of this meeting. He will still be after this race.

DUDKIEWICZ Peter VIC 8.25m Jim Bradley 25/1

Ran 5th in his heat at Stawell this year in 13.28secs. Won the unofficial Christmas Gift at Williamstown against some good types only days ago. Still a maiden but on the up.

DUNBAR Cam VIC 9.00 (2000: 9.50m) Todd Ireland 12/1

Highly controversial athlete who was the talk of the town at Stawell this year after starting favourite for the famous Easter footrace that his father had handicapped. After all the fuss, he didn’t feature in the Stawell Gift but he did go on to win the 200m final at the meeting. Has also won a number of minor races on the VAL circuit and could be primed for his biggest win to date here. Is well off in the handicaps but that has nothing to do with connections this time. Big watch.

DUNN Sam SA 9.50m Charles Sheffield 25/1

Remarkable training performance to return to the winning list this season after several years’ lay off. Won the 2001 Henley Gift over 100ms (10.83secs off 8.5ms) – his first finals’ appearance since the Bay Sheffield final of 1992 (off 8.75). Followed this up with a win in the 100m Colley Reserve final (10.63secs off 8.25ms) and, although he hasn’t been making the 120m finals, can go into this race with some confidence despite facing tough opposition.

EVANS Michael SA 9.75m Bill Neil 80/1

Has been with the League for a couple of years. A rank outsider who will enjoy the experience of running down the Adelaide Oval sprint track once only on Day 2.

EVELYN Everton NSW 3.50m Marcus Arnold 8/1

Reigning National Athlete of the Year (as voted by the Australian Athletic Confederation). His wins last season included the 50th Burramine Gift (12.63secs off 1.0m) and the Stawell 120m Invitational Backmarkers (12.18secs off 2.0ms). Has been spending his time during the Australian winter back in his home country of Barbados, winning the Barbados National Sprint Title in June 2001 (10.50secs for 100ms). Arrived back in Australia earlier this month and if he has his sights set on this race, he will give it an almighty shake.

FAULKNER Mark SA 8.75m (2000: 8.75m) Paul Young 20/1

The Scotty Cummings of athletics, having changed clubs on a regular basis. Like Cummings, he is an enormous talent on his day but is highly inconsistent. Had a good lead up to last year’s Bay, winning the Salisbury North Gift (12.41secs off 8.75m) but was narrowly pipped in the semi behind Evan King. He has been very quiet this year and it would be a major form reversal to see him feature.

FOLEY Craig VIC 10.00m Paul White 40/1

Ran 2nd off 10ms in the second round of the Mooney Valley Series last week. Son of a dual Stawell winner Barry Foley (1970, 1972) but doesn’t have a record that suggests he can repeat such feats. Prefer at the provincials.

FULLER Brett SA 8.50m Self trained 80/1

Not a bad amateur runner with Southern Districts. Had his first start at Colley Reserve for the Colley Reserve meet on December 2. Looking elsewhere.

HAMS Craig SA 10.50m (2000: 10.25m) Keith Aiston 30/1

The Mort Daly Medallist for SA Athletic League in 1998/99 after a string of wins and then won the Camden Classic over 400ms in 2000. Most recent win was a dead heat over 70ms at the Salisbury North carnival with Jason Noble a couple of weeks ago. Didn’t put his best foot forward at Plympton last week but the strong wind may have put him off. Chance on very best form.

HANCOCK Tyson SA 10.50m (2000: 10.25m) Gary Hancock 50/1

His only win to date is the 2000 Lobethal Gift over 100m (10.60secs off 8.75ms). So far this year he hasn’t done much, with the only final appearance being the 70m Open final down at Mt Gambier but had to withdraw with a hamstring injury. The news is that a gear change is likely for this race – a walking stick. Until injuries are overcome, he will be making up the numbers.

HARKER Victor NSW 9.25m 25/1
Recently under injury clouds but did clock a fast time of 12.15secs off 8m at Hensley Field way back in March 2000. He didn’t back up at Stawell a month later, running 5th in his heat in 12.54secs off 8.5m. Whatever form he produces here, the racecaller is likely to have a ball with his name.

HARRISON Aaron SA 8.50m (2000: 7.00m) Keith Patching 20/1

A multiple Bay Sheffield placegetter (3rd in 1996, 3rd in 1997, 2nd in 1998). Likely to still be having nightmares about the 1998 race, going down to Brad Jamieson by the width of a credit card in the final stride. Been horribly out of form since but it is good to see him back in some sort of shape, making last weekend’s Plympton Gift final (6th, 13.17secs off 8.5ms). Would have preferred to have had some more 120m races in the lead up but should run better than he has in the last couple of years. A chance to make the semis but that is all.

HARRISON Kane SA 9.00m (2000: 8.50m) Shaun Walker 20/1

He has previously been in two Bay Sheffield finals (1994, 1995) finishing 2nd in 1995 to his current coach Shaun Walker (off a mark of 10.25ms). Won the Port Adelaide Sheffield late last year (12.44secs off 8.5ms) before going to Stawell and finishing 2nd in his semi in 12.33secs off 9.25m behind Darryl Wohlsen. Not appearing in finals this season and probably a similar chance to his brother.

HASSELL Tom SA 8.75m Self coached 12/1

Outstanding local middle-distance athlete who has won major races over 400 metres (Stawell, Camden Classic) and 550 metres (Stawell). Hasn’t tended to be a regular in the short sprint finals but did win a 120m Lyndoch Gift a few seasons back. A month ago he travelled to Mt Gambier and made his rivals look second rate by recording a magnificent 550m victory from the backmark (1:08.18 off 20ms). Has obviously put his mind to speed work in the meantime, as shown in a surprise 3rd placing at Plympton over the 120 metre journey last week. Goes forward a quarter of a metre since Plympton and there is plenty to like about his chances. 

HEWITT Lauren VIC 11.00m Peter Fortune 40/1

Australia’s Number One Female Sprinter who will become the first woman to run in this famous sprint in its 115 year history. Is a dual Olympian (1996, 2000) and has represented Australia on a number of occasions. She recently won her first race for the season running 24.21secs at State League for 200 metres in Victoria. Will give the boys something to run after.

HORE Adam SA 9.50m (2000: 9.00m) Paul Townley 50/1

Won the 120m at the Mort Daly meet in November 2000 (12.86secs off 8.5ms) and did win the Under 18s’ final at the 1997 Bay Sheffield Carnival (13.19secs off 4.0ms). He has done little in the last year. His family will be the only ones to be backing him.

IRELAND Todd VIC 6.50m Self coached 16/1

A well-performed athlete who has won the Bendigo Gift in 1991, the Burnie Gift in 1992, and the Maryborough Gift in 2000. Is a dual Stawell Gift finalist (1990, 2001). In 1990 he was 3rd behind Capobianco, while this year he finished 4th behind Pym off 7m in the Blue and recorded an impressive time of 12.16 secs. Chance if ready.

JERICHO Luke SA 7.50m Self trained 25/1

He is only 17 years old and had his first run with the League at Plympton. With a personal best of 11.34secs at the start of the season over 100m, there is no doubt he can improve on that. Won the Plympton U20s’ 120m last week (13.30secs off 5.5ms) and is the roaring hot favourite to win the U20s 120m on the 27th. He will be one to watch in future years.

JOHNSON Tim SA 6.00m (2000: 6.50m) Shaun Walker 8/1

The form sprinter of the SA Athletic League, who has made two Bay Sheffield finals (1996, 2000) and there will be short odds on offer for him to do it again. Probably in the best shape of his career, this month winning the Salisbury North Gift (12.68secs off 6.0ms) and the Plympton Gift (12.69secs off 6.0ms). Flies out of the blocks and has strengthened up the last part of his race. Rates highly.

KING Evan VIC 6.00m (2000: 6.25m) Len Templar 14/1

The unlucky runner up in the 1997 Stawell Gift (11.99secs off 6.5ms) behind “smokey” Daniel Millard. Is a dual Bay finalist (1998, 2000) and won the 2001 New Year’s Day Maryborough Gift. Is back a quarter of a metre after last year’s 4th placing in the Bay Sheff final, so would need to be going as well or even better to be a winning chance.

KOWAL Matthew SA 10.50m (2000: 10.25m) Andrew Roe 40/1

He was a finalist in 1995 off 10.5m as a 21 year old. Has failed to progress since, not making any Gift finals between now and then. Last week he suggested a return to form, winding up in 4th place in his semi at Plympton in a time of 12.87secs. Best chance of those at longer odds.

LADBROOK Mark VIC 5.50m Self trained 16/1

Won the Bay Sheffield final in 1994 (12.15secs off 4.75ms). Around that time he was also the Australian 400m champion and represented Australia at the Commonwealth Games. He made the 2000 Stawell final but couldn’t front because of injury. If the training has been done, he could look to repeat the efforts of Andrew McManus. Watch for market moves.

LEHMANN Rob VIC 8.50m Michael Benoit 25/1

Has some finals to his credit this year winning Castlemaine, Ararat, and Terang but will be desperate to make a big final. Class is the query but will pay to keep safe.

LETTON Bradley SA 10.75m (2000: 10.25m) Frank McHugh 30/1

Has a sprint win under his belt this season in the 120m Novice at Mt Gambier (12.47secs off 10.75m). Appears to be thriving at present but his best chance is in the Restricted on Day 1, so assess him in that.

LEWIS Justin VIC 5.75m (2000: 6.75m) Roy Boyd 16/1

Runner up in last year’s Bay Sheffield final (12.30secs off 6.75m). Recent form solid, finishing 2nd in the Bacchus Marsh Gift (12.83secs off 4m) in November behind Cam Dunbar. He ran an impressive 21.90secs over 200m in the Victorian State League recently. An honest performer that will give you value for money if you back him.

LIPTAK Patrick SA 8.50m Bill Neil 200/1

Was the favourite for the 1996 Stawell Gift after running a slick time for his heat before being beaten in his semi. Doesn’t seem to have ever recovered and is struggling to recapture his former form. No.

LOCKHARDT Graham VIC 9.50m Mark McDowell 30/1

He finished 4th in his heat at Stawell in 12.62secs off 9.25m. Going well this season, including a second placing at Epping in the 200m Gift (21.06secs from 17m) in early December, a wind assisted 11.00secs in early November over 100ms and a win in the Seymour 400m Novice. Last week he won the second round of the Mooney Valley 120m series with the VAL which indicates he is in reasonable nick. A relative outsider but will be hoping to take the next step.

LOLATGIS Anthony NSW 7.75m 100/1

Only a recent newcomer to League running but is a veteran and is still a novice. The handicapper will jump off the Brighton Jetty if he wins.

MADDEN Luke VIC 6.50m 14/1
Another of the 2001 Stawell Gift finalists who is making the trip over in an attempt for Bay Sheffield glory. Finished 4th in the final of “The Mecca” in 12.22secs off 7.25m. Classy performer who can make an impact.

MAIR Craig VIC 11.00m Norm Lancaster 30/1

A surprise winner of the 2001 Keilor Gift in February (12.73secs off 11.0 metres). Not hopeless but is facing some classy opposition.
MANNING Jarod SA 9.25m (2000: 9.50m) Steve Butler 50/1

Hasn’t shown much this season after winning last year’s SAAL Under 20s’ Athlete Of The Year. Safe to overlook.

MARANGON Damien SA 8.75m Charles Sheffield 16/1

A strong beach sprinter who represented SA in the beach sprints in Sydney this month and placed third in a race over 90 metres. Won the Bay Sheffield 120m Restricted in 1997 (12.6secs off 7.5m) and will be looking to progress into the major league this time around. An indication of his good form was his 3rd placing in the Mort Daly Gift final at Camden in November (12.96secs off 8.25m). Will have admirers.

MAYNE Shaun WA 5.50m (2000: 5.25m) Self trained 16/1

Decided against competing in last year’s Bay Sheffield, preferring to save himself for a crack at the Tasmanian Burnie Gift. Ended up placing 2nd in that race behind the 2000 Bay Sheffield winner Craig Brown. Recently he has been in good shape, running a hand-timed 10.6secs over the 100m on the 21/11. Will be around the place.

MCKENZIE Shane SA 5.75m (2000: 5.75m) Toby Schreier 14/1

Won the 2001 Mt Gambier Gift over 120m in 12.67secs on a rain affected track. Has made two Bay Sheffield finals (1990, 1991), being runner up behind two champions in Dean Capobianco and Steve Brimacombe. Has been a winner of the 1999 Bay Sheffield 120m Backmarkers’ final. Knows how to find his best at this time of year and cannot be discounted.

MCLEAN Ben SA 9.25m Paul Young 30/1

ABC journalist who shows a lot of promise as a runner. Placed 2nd in the 120m Novice at Mt Gambier and then won the 70m Novice at the Colley Reserve meet in a time astonishingly quicker than that of the open race. Went amiss on the same day and hasn’t been seen since. Hasn’t had a good preparation to be a force with this year but he has the makings of a major contender when fully wound up.

MCMAHON Aaron SA 10.00m (2000: 10.25m) Keith Patching 16/1

He looks a genuine chance off 10m and with a win at the 1999 Bay Sheffield U20s’ final (12.90secs off 8.5ms) has shown that he knows how to come up for the post Christmas prize. Last year he was named SA Athletic League Sprinter Of The Year with a number of wins under his belt, including the sprint double at the Flagstaff Hill meeting. Last week he compressively won the Plympton 70m Open final (7.60secs off 6.25ms) after running 4th in the 120m Gift and will meet all the Plympton Gift finalists better off. Rosy prospects.

MCMAHON Jordan SA 8.50m Keith Patching 40/1

An AFL footballer with the Western Bulldogs. Was a good schoolboy athlete, but has no form in the lead up. Prefer to see.

MCTERNAN Damien NSW 9.25m (2000: 9.25m) Paul Singleton 25/1

Has returned to NSW after spending some time in WA. Has competed here for the last two years and made the final of the Bay Sheffield 70m Open in that first year. He will need to improve on last year if he is to progress. 

MILLARD Daniel SA 9.00m (2000: 8.25m) Dale Millard 20/1

The 1997 winner of the Stawell Gift (11.98secs off 10.75ms), amazingly repeating the performance of his great grandfather who won the first ever Stawell Gift in 1878. Born and bred in Mt Gambier but has recently moved to Queensland. Nearly made another Stawell Gift final last year but other than that has rarely shown much form. Becoming known as an “Easter Bunny”, which means you shouldn’t expect anything special. But then again, we didn’t expect anything in 1997…

MITCHELL Ryan VIC 7.50m Greg Bisenella 25/1

Other than winning the Burnie Maiden, he hasn’t been able to show much of his ability in League ranks. Has a better handicap here than in Victoria which may help but you will see him on Day 1 in the Restricted 120m, so assess him there and then.

MOSS Daniel SA 8.00m (2000: 7.50m) Self trained 25/1

Made the Bay Sheffield final in 1998, running 4th behind a South Aussie winner in Brad Jamieson. Will be remembered for a famous double at Port Pirie in 1998, winning the 120m and 400m sashes on the same night. Hasn’t shown what he is capable of in the lead up to this year’s carnival. Wait for a return to form.

NEVE Jason SA 11.00m (2000: 11.00m) Paul Young 30/1

Placed 2nd (10.63secs off 8.75m) in his first Open Gift over 100m at the Colley Reserve meeting earlier this month. After making finals in a number of 70m races this season, it is clear that he is in the best shape of his life. However it may be hard for him to step up and meet the big guys. Aiming to use the limit handicap to get an early gap on the backmarkers.

NEWTON Matthew NSW 8.50m (2000: 8.50m) Tony Fairweather 16/1

Won the 70m Open final at the 1999 Bay Sheffield Carnival (7.59secs off 6.25m). Was heavily backed in this race last year but failed to progress to the final. Could be one to watch.

NISSEN Anthony SA 7.50m (2000: 7.50m) Andrew Roe 30/1

Had form as a junior and has a couple of League sashes to his credit. Constant injuries have impacted on his efforts for a long time now. Looks tested.

NOBLE Jason SA 11.00m (2000: 11.00m) Bob Gray 30/1

A handy frontmarker whose biggest final’s appearance was in the Stawell 70m Open final earlier this year (4th, 7.65secs off 5.75m). Won the 120m Sunsmart Gift at Colley Reserve early in 2001 (12.43secs off 11.0m) and dead heated in the final of the Salisbury North 70m Open with Craig Hams a couple of weeks’ ago (7.69secs off 7.25m). Was looking the goods before breaking down after his 70m semi at Plympton last week. It would be a risky bet on him because he may not run at all. If he does, he would have to produce a PB to progress through.

NOBLET James SA 9.00m (2000: 8.75m) Paul Townley 25/1

Has made the Bay Sheffield final before (1996, 12.44secs off 7.0ms). A winner over 200ms at Stawell in 1996 and he won over 120 metres in the 2001 the 100m Goolwa Gift (10.47secs off 6.25m). Has the knack of winning one a year but it is unlikely that this will be it. Not a certain starter but he can at least make the semis if he does.

OBST Damian SA 10.50m (10.25m) Andrew Roe 25/1

Former Norwood SANFL League footballer who successfully combined football with an athletics career. Won over 120ms at Clare in February of 2001 and has performed well in the 400m Camden Classic, with a win in 1998 and a second in 1999. Would be competitive at his best but not close enough of late to suggest he is a threat. Might have been better entering a footballers’ race.

O’CONNOR Anthony SA 8.75m (2000: 7.75m) Bill Neil 30/1

Is often injured and Salisbury North was the place for it this year. A doubtful starter which is disappointing after seeing an impressive winning performance in the Colley Reserve 70m Open final on December 2 (7.62secs off 6.0m). Not this year.

O'DWYER Peter VIC 5.75m Len Templar 20/1

Well performed veteran who is a stocky and powerful athlete at his best. Was 3rd in the 1999 Stawell Gift off 5.75m and made the 1988 final as well. Has made a Bay Sheffield final back in 1990 off 4m and could easily add to his record here if ready. Worth including.

OLABINRI Tokunbri NSW 8.75m 30/1
Has run here before without any luck but has won a few minor races in New South Wales. Needs to improve.

O'NEIL Gavin VIC 8.50m (2000: 7.50m) Jim Bradley 30/1

Was impressive at Keilor last year when around the mark and then ran 2nd (12.48secs) in his heat at Stawell finishing behind Adam Burbridge. Not one of the favourites but not one of the outsiders either. Keep safe.

ORMROD Mark SA 6.75m (2000: 6.50m) Steve Butler 16/1

Outstanding local youngster who has run very impressive times over 400m. Has represented Australia at the World Junior Championships in Chilli and then at the East Asian Games, where he ran a personal best of 46.07 giving him a high national ranking. His best over the 100m is 10.79. and has shown that he has what it takes over 120ms at Stawell where he ran 12.48secs defeating Clint Youlden in his heat off 4.75ms. Has a handicap to be competitive but it would have been good to see him featuring in some of the lead up Gift finals to be a winning possibility. Has the potential to improve for the Big One but whether he is in peak form is debatable.

PAGE Damien SA 7.75m Travis Hague 40/1

The young kid from Clare who will be one to watch in future years but would seem out of contention against the older runners here. Managed a 2nd placing in the Salisbury North U20s’ final earlier this month (13.39secs off 5.5m) which is encouraging but will be up against it this time around.

PASQUALI Walter VIC 8.00m (2000: 7.75m) Self trained 30/1

Finished 4th in his heat of the Stawell Gift this year in 12.61 secs but has previous winning form to speak of, collecting the Wangaratta and Rye Gifts in days gone by. Unlikely to make much progress but there have been bigger surprises in this sport.

PILKINGTON Matthew NSW 7.75m 50/1
A novice NSW runner who is making a debut at age 28. Would need to follow in Robert Newton’s footsteps (1988 Bay Sheffield “smokey”) to be anywhere near them.

PYM Andrew NSW 5.00m (2000: 7.75m) Fira Dvoskina 20/1

The reigning Stawell Gift champion (11.97secs off 7.75m). He has previously run here but doesn’t seem to be ready come Christmas time as he does when it comes to Easter. It would be a major shock to see him progress too far and it’s likely he will be joining his mates with the dressing gowns to watch the finals’ action.

RAMSEY Brendan SA 7.00m (2000: 6.75m) Steve Larssen 20/1

The boy from Paskerville who became a home-town hero in winning the 1996 Bay Sheffield (12.28secs off 8.75m). Placed 3rd in the 1998 final off 7.0m but has failed to get good results since. Not keen.

ROGERS Darren WA 8.75m (2000: 9.50m) Self trained 10/1

Young West Australian who impressed last year in winning the Under 20s final at the 2000 Bay Sheffield Carnival (13.02secs off 8.0ms). Likely to have learned from the experience and don’t be surprised to see him return having set himself for this race. Ran a hand held 8.6secs for 80 metres a few days ago which is lightning quick. Don’t leave him out of your calculations.

RYDER Shaun SA 9.25m Gary Hancock 50/1

Grandson of a former Bay Sheffield winner (Stan McPhee, 1939). Won the Cousin Jack novice over 120m in January 2001 (13.03secs off 8.75m) but so far this seasons form has not been good. Needs to aim to make a few Gift finals before trying to emulate his grandfather.

SAMMUT Daniel NSW 9.50m Paul Singleton 50/1

Has a PB of 12.2secs for 100ms and has only recorded modest results at Stawell. Recently ran 5th in the Gilgandra 120m final in NSW so he may be ready to improve but he will need to.

SHEEHY Keith SA 6.50m (2000: 7.25m) Stan Miller 10/1

The grandson of an Irish Olympian, this brilliant young local athlete runs with no fear and is one of South Australia’s best hopes in the 2001 Adelaide Bay Sheffield. Won the Mort Daly Gift in November (12.70secs off 6.75m) before placing in the Mt Gambier Gift behind Shane McKenzie. Was second in the National All Schools Championships in Melbourne two weeks ago in both the 200m and 400m. Tuned up for this with a superlative 400m victory at Plympton (45.83secs off 16m). Watch him go. 

SHEFFIELD Richard SA 11.00m (2000: 11.00m) Charles Sheffield 100/1

Trained by his brother Charles, he has entered most events without running them this season. Seeing that there is no lead up form, this nomination fee looks like it will be another gratefully received donation to the League.

SINGLETON Paul VIC 10.00m Self trained 20/1

The Stawell Gift winner of 1984 off 5.0m and is the only man in history to run 1st, 2nd and 3rd in the Stawell Gift. He was 3rd in the 1995 Stawell Gift at 32 years of age. Very quick early and despite being 38 is a good final prospect off this mark. There is a lot to like about him.

SKETCHER Vaughan VIC 9.50m (2000: 9.25m) Greg Bisinella 25/1

Has had success at Stawell finishing 6th in 12.19secs off 10m in the 1999 Stawell Gift final and winning the 70m Open and 100m Bill Howard Restricted finals in 1998. He is a competent sprinter at best and is a value each-way bet at good odds.

STEELE Andrew SA 9.25m Gary Hancock 50/1

In his 2nd year of running and looks a promising type but has no recent form. Placed in Novice 120m at Cousin Jack late last season. Later.

STEVENSON Stuart TAS 9.75m Paul Young 40/1

Finalist at Salisbury North earlier in December and has placed a few times in the earlier part of the season but didn’t progress past heats at Plympton a few days ago. Not the worst but it will be an achievement to make the semis.

TELFER Ken ACT 9.75m (2000: 11.00m) 25/1
Came over last year and ended up in 2nd place in both the 120m Restricted off 11.0m behind Adam Burbridge and the 70m Open final behind Daniel Flesfader. Went on to win two races at the Maryborough meeting in Victoria. Has won a race or two in NSW, including the $4000 total 120m Gilgandra Gift (12.0secs off 11.50m) on December 8 2001. Back a little in the marks this time around because of his good record but can still give a bit of cheek.

TIPPINS Duncan SA 7.00m (2000: 7.50m) Richard Manthey 12/1

Strong early form last year (winning at Henley and Flinders) before narrowly missing a place in the Bay Sheffield final. He has spent the winter in Victoria training with Peter White’s stable in Coburg. Back in South Australia in the last month and has been looking in great shape. Was 2nd to McKenzie in the Mt Gambier Gift (12.74secs off 7.0m) and 3rd to Johnson in the Salisbury North Gift (12.79secs off 6.75m). Competed on the Adelaide Oval last season, winning the 400m Test Cricket race. Can give this a shake.

TODD Billy SA 11.00m John LeRay 200/1

Local novice runner who has won some junior races but will be better suited to the party afterwards.

TRAN Alan VIC 7.50m Jim Bradley 50/1

Novice runner who ran 13.45secs off 7m at Stawell and will need big improvements if he is to do anything here.

VERSACE Luke SA 8.50m Trevor Hollands 20/1

Good prospect from Mt Gambier who ran well on debut in the Mt Gambier Gift final off 8.25m before breaking down in the final. Ran 2nd to Keith Sheehy at the South Australian All Schools and appears a likely type. However, whether he has recovered from his recent injury problems is the big question.

VICINO David VIC 10.75m (2000: 10.25m) John Henry 40/1

Has a number of smaller races to his credit over the years with the VAL. Has a recent win at Seymour under his belt over 400m (49.11secs off 30m). He will enjoy the trip seeing as he goes up 3.50m on his Victorian handicap but needs to make every post a winner from his mark.

WALKER Shaun SA 8.75m (2000: 8.75m) Shaun Walker 20/1

The 1995 Bay Sheffield champ (12.22secs off 9.5m) after being runner up behind Mark Ladbrook the year before. Showed he is not past his best when running extremely well in the 2001 Stawell Gift, narrowly missing the final. Knows how to come up for this time of the year and 3 weeks ago finished a very close second to Peter Bravey in the fastest semi at Salisbury North. Not out of it.

WEIR Jake QLD 8.25m 100/1
Has been run out in heats at a number of the bigger carnivals and ran a personal best of 12.01secs over the 100m distance. He looks to be out of contention off this mark.

WHITTAKER Darren VIC 11.00m (2000: 11.00m) Ian Whittaker 30/1

Has some pace but is yet to capitalise on the 11m limit. He won the 100m Bill Howard and 70m Open at Stawell in 1997. Not much to report since.

YORKE Cameron WA 8.50m (2000: 7.75m) Doug Robertson 50/1

News from Western Australia indicates that he ran a 80m race in a fair time recently but interclub results leave him at 11.45s over the 100m. He will need to improve if he wants any piece of the cake.

YOULDEN Clint VIC 6.50m Self trained 12/1

Started favourite in the 2000 Stawell Gift before ending up as runner up to Jareem Pearce (12.07secs off 8.75ms). Didn’t feature much in the 2000/2001 season but is back firing on all cylinders for a crack at South Australia’s most famous footrace, as indicated by a blistering win over 120ms at Mooney Valley in late November (12.45secs off 6.25ms). Will be highly fancied.

120m WOMEN

FULL FORM GUIDE

APOSTOLOU Michelle SA 7.75m (2000: 7.75m) Graham Boase
Ranked number 3 in Australia for the Women’s triple jump. Sensational start to the season, winning the first three races – the 100m at Henley, the 70m at Flinders and the 120m at Camden. Picked it up again with a gallant 2nd to Kylie Atkins over 100m at Colley Reserve 2/12/01 off 5 metres, before running 2nd to Mouri Nkeng at Salisbury North over 120m and 3rd to Kylie Atkins at Plympton off 7.00m. Goes up 0.75m here and is in the best shape of her career.
APPS Nicole NSW 3.50m Justin Nowlan
Currently ranked number 8 in the country over 100m with 11.73 secs in Sydney 14/01/01. Ran 5th in the national 100 metres title. Quality sprinter who regularly is selected for Grand Prix events and was a member of the Australian World University Games 4 x100 metres relay team earlier this year. Was 5th over 120m off 1.0m at Gilgandra 8/12/01, so goes up 2.5m and meets most NSW rivals better off. Best of the Sydney contingent.

ATKINS Kylie SA 9.50m (2000: 9.75m) John LeRay
Outstanding last 3 starts with the SAAL where she has won each time. Won Mt Gambier off 10.0m in a slick 14.02 secs. Then won the 70m at Colley Reserve off 7.0m in 8.36 secs. Her third and most impressive win was at Plympton over 120m off 9.25m in 14.71 secs. While she does meet Mouri-Nkeng and Apostolou worse off at the marks, she is in the best form of her career and looks hard to beat.

BAKER Anna SA 8.00m Sharon Hane
Outstanding junior who is much better suited around 400 and 800 metres. On her debut she made both the 100m and 300m finals at Henley.  She was a fair way back in 120m heats at Salisbury North and  Plympton. Best recent run was 3rd behind the Fenechs over 400m at Salisbury North off 16m. Best chance at this meeting is the 550 metres.

BOULT Dianne SA 15.00m (2000: 15.00m) Terry McGarity
Yet to make a final, and recently ran the equivalent of 49 yards outside even time in a heat of the Woodend Gift running off a mark of 40.50m. A very dedicated lady who travels thousands of kilometres each season to meetings all over SA and VIC. The 15m limit here prevents her from being competitive but she will have a go. Let’s hope she is rewarded one day with a win in a VAL meeting one day.

BURBIDGE Jenna SA 9.25m Steve Butler
Well back in her heat at Salisbury North running 15.74secs off 8.75m. Likewise at Plympton where she ran 16.35secs off 8.75m behind Michelle Apostolou who ran 14.96secs.  Can’t consider.

BURCKHARDT Michelle SA 13.25m (2000: 13.00m) John LeRay
Past winner of the 120m at Barmera but her recent form is not flash. She has finished 5th in each of her last two heats at Plympton and Salisbury North, finishing 5m behind the winner each time. Will have an interest in each of the major events, barracking for her husband Leon in the Adelaide Bay Sheffield and for her stable-mate Kylie Atkins in the Women’s 120m.

BURR Alex SA 11.75m John LeRay
Had a sensational finish to the season in 2000/2001 when she won 5 races in 4 meetings. She won the Colley Reserve 120m off 13.0m in 14.40secs. Then she won the Port Adelaide 120m off 12.75m in 14.07secs and finished off the SAAL season with a double at Flagstaff Hill, winning the 100m final off 11.5m in 11.62secs and the 400m final off 36m in 56.83secs. She completed an amazing 5 weeks with a win over 400m at Stawell. This year she has made the odd final but has not been able to reproduce the same form she had in March this year. Her last start was a 6th in the 120m final at Plympton, running 15.04secs off 11.75m. At this stage this may be beyond her and the concentration will be on her more fancied stable-mate Kylie Atkins. Looking to others.

DUNN Abbey SA 7.50m (2000: 7.00m) Peter Deane
State junior champion over 400m and 800m who continues to compete despite a niggling injury. Ran well at Flinders over 200m in October where she ran a great semi final beating eventual winner Robyn Pohlner, before finishing 4th in the final. On 8th December, she was 6th in the Australian All Schools 400m running 56.87 secs. Ran 12.99 secs (-2.0 wind) over 100m at ASA interclub 15/12/01. Talented youngster who is still developing.

FAIRWEATHER Alison NSW 12.50m (2000: 11.75m) Tony Fairweather
She was 5th over 110m at the Golden Eagles meeting 24/11/01 off 11.75m. She was 4th at Gilgandra over 120m off 10.75m. At Botany Bay 2001, she was 2nd in the women’s 120m off 12.75 secs beaten in 13.90 secs. Handy type who was 3rd in the 70m at this carnival last season. She meets Shani Singleton on similar marks to Gilgandra where she finished behind Singleton. If she is in her Botany Bay form she will give this a big shake.

FENECH Kate SA 7.00m (2000: 9.75m) Frank McHugh
2nd to her sister in this race last year and later won the Women’s Classic at Camden over 400m in February. She is the form athlete of the season over every distance from 70m to 550m. Her only win was the Mt Gambier 550m Women’s final in November but has been placed on a more a dozen occasions this season. Wound up her preparation in December with a 3rd over 120m behind Mouri Nkeng at Salisbury North and a 2nd over 120m behind Kylie Atkins at Plympton. She does meet both girls worse off at Adelaide Oval but seems to find what she has to. In the hunt.

FENECH Joanne SA 7.25m (2000: 10.50m) Frank McHugh
She won this race last year off 10.50m in 14.43secs. Recent 120m form is indifferent but ran a top 400m at Salisbury North, beating Kate Fenech in 57.51 secs off 26m. Well back in both 120m heats at Plympton and Salisbury North. She finished 8th in the 70m final at Colley Reserve, beaten 3m by winner Kylie Atkins and meets Atkins much worse off here. Great run last year but just not running well enough to be in contention in 2001.

FOUREUR Lindy SA 7.75m Grantley Anderson
No form to go on. Scratched from Plympton and no record of any other entries. Henley beach sprinter whose next start will be her first.

FOX Carolyn VIC 10.25m (2000: 10.50m) Manfred Lewandowski
Well performed on the VAL circuit but recent sprint form is not as good as it has been. Best 120m win was at Ballarat last season off 8.75m in 14.49 secs, beating Kate Fenech 3rd (6.0m) by 2 metres. Recent form includes a 7th off 14m over 300m at Epping on 16/12/01 and 2nd at Strath Creek over 400m off 66m in 50.05 secs. Has been competing regularly at Aberfeldie Park in B Grade interclub but not recording anything special over the short sprints. She was 3rd in her Stawell 100m heat off 7.0m in 12.13 secs. She was 2nd over 550m at the 2000 Bay Sheffield Carnival. Definitely has the ability and if freshened up would be a genuine chance.  

FREYER Heidi NSW 11.25m (2000: 10.50m)

At Cambelltown 4/11/01, she was 5th in the women’s 120m off 10.50m behind Shani Singleton (2nd) who was off 3.50m. She was 3rd at Macksville off 10.50m, beaten in 13.90 secs. She was 4th at Gilgandra over 120 m off 10.75m. (Again behind Shani Singleton who was 2nd off 3.25m). Meets both Singleton and Apps worse off here and will struggle with the step up in class.
GRIFFEN Tenille SA 7.75m (2000: 7.25m) Lyn Larsen
Last year, she won the first two races at Henley (100m) and Flinders (200m). For the rest of the season she was hardly sighted. This season she was beaten in her Flinders 200m heat by eventual winner Robyn Pohlner and has not started in the SAAL since, concentrating on the ASA interclub competition. Has promise but just has not done enough to get enthusiastic about her chances in this.

HEWITT Erin SA 5.25m Steve Butler
Moved from Victoria 6 months ago and resumed competing after 2 years away from the sport. Has struggled recently and failed to make the final at Plympton off 4.25m where she was 3rd in her heat, beaten 3m by Kate Fenech. Best performance to date was 4th in the 120m final at Salisbury North 9/12/01 behind Mouri-Nkeng but was 4 metres behind the winner. Goes up 1 metre but needs it to have any chance.
HEWITT Lauren VIC SCR Peter Fortune
Dual Olympian and current national sprint champion. Ran 11.31 secs for 100m at Brisbane 24/03/01 to lead the national rankings.  Only resumed racing on 13/12/01, over 200m at Melbourne’s Olympic Parke where she ran 24.21 secs. (Last season’s best was 22.90secs in Brisbane 25/03/01). May lack the race hardness due to limited preparation to be at her best but is currently is Australia’s best female sprinter so has the class to overcome the odds.

HOLLOWAY Kim VIC 8.00m (2000: 7.00m) Self trained
Kim was recently profiled in the VRTA newsletter where she declared her best wins were at Keilor (120m and 400m) in 1997 and the Rye 120m in 1999. She has won 8 races overall and would dearly love to win a race here. Can’t see it being this one as her recent form suggests she has been concentrating on the circle events. She did scrape into the Mt Gambier 120m final with a 4th in her heat. However her 3rd place in the 550m the same day gave an indication to her long-term plans. Recently she was 2nd over 400m at Woodend. Like Anna Baker, prefer in the 550m event.

KASPERSKI Katrina SA 7.50m Andrew Roe
First year runner who missed both Salisbury North and Plympton due to injury. At Colley Reserve 2/12/01, she ran 9.67 secs for 70m from 5.50m and was beaten 8m in her heat. Only in it for the experince and enjoyment.

LEHMANN Narelle VIC 8.00m Michael Benoit
Maiden name was Harris which she had when she won over both 100m and 400m at Stawell. Coming back from having a baby. Has won several races on the VAL circuit and is very competitive in open events. She was 2nd to Cam Dunbar in a 70m heat off 13.0m at Seymour before finishing 2nd to the flying Casey McMahon over 70m at Epping (7.69 secs off 13.25m). Has run at the Bay before but without success and is probably just a touch too close to the backmarkers in this.  

LEHMANN Paula 6.75m SA (2000: 6.50m) Sharon Hane
Athlete of the Year in the 1999/2000 and won the 70m Women’s final  at this meeting last year in a drama packed final. Very good athlete over the previous two seasons who unfortunately has struggled with injury and only resumed in December. She was 3rd in her 120m heat at Plympton 16/12/01, beaten 4m by Michelle Apostolou. 4th in her 120m heat at Salisbury North, finishing about 4m behind Kate Fenech. Hasn’t been able to get right for this.

LETTON Kim SA 9.25m (2000: 8.25m) Frank McHugh
Won the 300m at Port Adelaide in March as a 15 year old in her first year. This season she has been competitive in most of the circle events but is still a long way off the mark in the shorter sprints. In her previous two 120m heats at Salisbury North and Plympton, she has been last in both heats. Very young and lacks the strength to be in contention here.

LEWIS Tamsyn 5.75m VIC (2000: 4.50m) Self trained
Won her heat last year in 14.50 secs before 2nd in the semi final and 6th in the final. Australia’s top 800m runner, representing Australia at the 2000 Olympics. Won the 800m final at this Carnival in 1999. Has not raced yet this summer. Did win the Women’s 100m at Stawell in 2000 so expect a very competitive effort but she has been concentrating on the circle events so her best bet would likely to be in the 550 (Women) or 800 (Open) metres.

MACGIBBON Jennifer VIC 6.00m
Winner of the Women’s 100m at Stawell 2001, running 11.76 secs off 4 metres. Outstanding run also at Burramine March 2001, where she was off 3.25m and stormed home for 3rd in the Women’s 100m final. This season she strengthened her claim with a hand held 11.9 secs for 100m at a Box Hill interclub meet in November. If she reproduces that sort of form she has a big chance. At Epping 9/12/01, she was 3rd in the women’s 300m off the backmark of 14m. She was also a close up 3rd in her 70m Open heat (off 10.75m) behind Woodend Gift winner, Kevin Eng. Proven big race performer with a strong chance.

MCRAE Sue SA 9.00m Greg Adams
37 year-old Masters athlete in her first year with the SAAL. Surprised herself and her family with a gutsy heat win over 400m off 32m in 59.00 secs before running a very respectable 4th in the final. She was 3rd in her 120m heat running 14.78 secs off 8.50m, beaten 3m by Kate Fenech. The next week at Plympton she was beaten 4m by Kate Fenech again in her 120m heat, running 15.33 secs off 9.0m. Another who is here for the sheer enjoyment of participating.

MOURI NKENG Anne Marie SA 4.50m (2000: 3.00m) Paul Young
Came into contention with a brilliant win over 120m at Salisbury North off 3.50m 9/12/01. Goes up 1 metre for this and appears to have been set for this race as she is not entered for the 70m. She represented her native country, Cameroun, at the Sydney Olympics in the 4 x 100m relay before relocating to Adelaide and initially trained under Tania Van Heer. Moved to the Paul Young stable in August. She has steadily improved since the start of the season. Finalised her preparation with a close up 4th in the 120m final at Plympton behind Kylie Atlkins. The testing material.

MYATT Lee SA 10.00m (2000: 10.00m) Gary Thompson
Port Noarlunga beach runner who looks better over the longer distances in SAAL meetings. Kicked off the year fairly well with a 3rd place over 200m at Flinders. She made the 70m final at Colley Reserve finishing 7th in 8.66 secs off 7.75m. Not much 120m form to go on but tends to run well at the big races. She was 2nd in the 2001 Camden Classic behind Kate Fenech. Probably lacks the early speed for this and may be another using this as a warm up for the 550 metres.   

NEWTON Kylie NSW 6.50m
Has a good PB of 54.13secs for 400m. Running over this shorter journey recently, finishing 6th at Gilgandra off 7.75m so meets Apps (1.0m) and Singleton (3.25m) much worse off here. She was 2nd over 110m at the Golden Eagles meeting 24/11/01 off 6.75m. Not this year.

NOACK Sarah SA 8.25m John LeRay
Novice runner in the same stable as Kylie Atkins, who finished a long way behind in her heat at Plympton, running 16.33 secs. off 8.25m. No chance.

OSBORNE Leah SA 9.75m (2000: 8.00m) Greg Adams
Had a good first season two years back winning the Camden and Barmera 120m finals off a fairly tight mark. Struggled a bit last season but had a good start this season with a 2nd place over 100m at Henley. Last two starts has made the final of both the 120m events at Salisbury North and Plympton, finishing 5th both times. She was a lot closer at Plympton running 14.94secs behind the winner’s time of 14.71secs. Has ability and is a genuine final chance but may be a metre or two out of a place.

PAPARELLA Karen SA 15.00m (2000: 15.00m) Sharon Hane
Recently won the Over 35s’ 120m at Salisbury North off 24m. Normally runs off 18m and the 15m limit effectively puts her out of the event. Still, she has a good chance in the Over 35s’.

POHLNER Robyn SA 9.75m (2000: 9.25m) Sharon Hane
Great start to the season with a 5th over 300 metres at Henley before a big run at Flinders winning the 200 metres in 24.10 secs off 20 metres. She was 2nd in her 120 metres heat to Apostolou at Camden in November beating Mouri-Nkeng home. She was 2nd in her heat to Mouri-Nkeng at Mt Gambier before again finishing in the back half of the field in the final. Scratched from both 120m races at Salisbury North and Plympton. Would have to re-produce the form that saw her win the infamous “Vinelea Gift” during the Stawell Gift weekend. Certainly has ability and cannot be dismissed.  

SAMMUT Samantha NSW 8.50m Paul Singleton
Novice athlete who will enjoy the atmosphere of her first Bay Sheffield.

SHEPPARD Sue SA 15.00m Steve Butler
Had a good season in 2000/2001, winning 120m races at McKinnon Parade and Clare but off bigger marks than she has here. Her lack of recent form is against her. She was 3rd in her heat Plympton off 15.75m beaten by 4m by Kylie Atkins.

SINGLETON Shanie NSW 5.25m Paul Singleton
Formerly Shanie Coults before marrying Stawell Gift winner Paul Singleton. Was 2nd behind Cathy Freeman in a famous race over 400m at Stawell. PB of 54.70secs for 400m. Is a regular competitor on the NSW Athletic League Circuit. In July of this year, she won the $1000 Newcastle Knights Gift over 100m (10.20secs off 15.50m). In November, at Queanbeyan she won the 70m Open (7.3secs off 11.0m) and was 2nd in the Women’s 120m (13.7secs off 3.50m). The next day, she was 2nd in the 120m race at Campbelltown off 3.50m in a sizzling 13.20 secs. Has good form lately also at Gilgandra and Campbelltown. Apart from Apps, meets the other NSW girls better off. With a good stable and will be right in this.

SPARROW Andrea SA 4.50m Lyn Larson
Current SA 100m champion and ran 11.95 secs in Dec 2000. Has competed regularly on the ASA interclub scene and ran 12.26 secs for 100m (15/12/01), before finishing 7th in the Plympton 120m final off 3.75m. Goes up 0.75m which puts her back into contention. She ran in the 120m final at Camden (9/11/01) but again finished a fair way back. Very quick early but seems to be troubled with the 120m journey of late. Potential finalist but would need to improve to get among the placings.

TURLEY Claire SA 11.75m (2000: 10.50m) Sharon Hane
Another who had a great start to the season but whose recent form has not been quite as good. Won the Henley 300m before running 2nd to Apostolou over 70m at Flinders and was a finalist in the 120m at Camden in November. At Salisbury North, Turley was 2nd to Mouri-Nkeng over 120m before running 6th in the final in 14.99secs, 6m behind the winner. At Plympton she ran poorly to finish last in her heat in 15.54 secs, beaten more than 6m by Kate Fenech. She did win the 100m/300m double at Goolwa in January, but on her Plympton run she cannot be considered for this.

VAN MOOK Jayen SA 7.75m Greg Adams
Jayen is a 1st year runner who has run 3rd (Salisbury North) and 4th (Plympton) in her last two 120m starts. She unexpectedly made the Salisbury North 400m final finishing a respectable 6th. While at this stage the quality of this event will prevent her from advancing beyond the heat, she has shown enough to suggest that she will feature a little more in the second half of the season.
VINEY Amanda SA 8.25m (2000: 7.75m) Richard Manthey
Has been in this final before and watched her sister win in 1998. No recent 120m form apart from a 3rd place in her heat off 8.0m behind Mouri Nkeng at Mt Gambier but was well back in the Mt Gambier final. She looked good at Flinders winning her heat before running 2nd in the semi final. Showed a glimpse of her best form when winning the 400m at Camden in November (57.16secs off 26m). Hasn’t been sprinting all that well of late but she has the potential to surprise.

YOUNG Kyla SA 8.25m Grantley Anderson
Another of the Henley beach sprinters swapping sand for turf. No known form to go on. Like her stablemate Lindy Fourer, is here for the experience.

550m OPEN

THE TOP 20 CHANCES

BATEMAN Matthew VIC 50m (2000: 54m)

Victorian who runs with the legendary Mark Hipworth. Made the final last year in this event and finished 5th (1min 9.40secs off 54ms). Will be in the think of the action if in same frame of mind.

BEVERIDGE Mark SA 50m (2000: 50m)
Voted as the National Middle Distance Athlete of the Year by the AAC for his efforts last season after winning a series of races from 550m to 1600m. Super efforts at the Stawell Gift Carnival of 2001, placing over 550m, 800m and 1600m. His 2nd in the 550m final (1min 6.41secs off 52m) is a reflection of his ability when right. Hasn’t been seen in the same form this season, although he ran a reasonable 1000m last week (7th, 2mins 31.92secs off 52m). In the mix.

BURCKHARDT Chris SA 26m (2000: 44m)
Last year’s clear-cut victor, putting his trademark clenched fist through the finishing banner as he crossed the line (1min 8.40secs off 44m). Followed it up with a win in the 400m final at the Victorian Keilor meeting and then put up an outstanding performance to claim the 550m Open final at the Flagstaff Hill meet (1min 10.50secs off 30m). Was rewarded with the League’s Mort Daly Medal for Athlete of the Season. Racing well again this year, winning the 400m at Camden (49.11secs off 23m) and coming home well in last weekend’s Plympton 400m final (3rd, 46.65secs off 19m). Probably going as well as ever but the 18m pull will make it difficult. A realistic final’s prospect.

CAMILLERI Andrew SA 48m
A query over the distance but that didn’t matter in his heat of the Mt Gambier 550m last month, holding off David Smith (1min 10.52secs off 48m). Didn’t back up in the final but showed enough in the heat to suggest he could make this final. Each way.

CHEHADE Amin SA 34m (2000: 34m)
The winner of this race in 1997 (1min 10.40secs off 34m). Back off the same mark and is ready to give it another crack. Won the recent Salisbury North 800m Open (1min 53.46secs off 50m) which is a good sign he has done the necessary work. Go well.

CHERRY Tim VIC 26m
Good quality Victorian middle distance runner who loves the Adelaide Oval, travelling over last year just to run in the 400m Test Cricket race. Won the 400m at Epping recently in Victoria (46.7secs off 16m). Forward showing likely.

GARREFFA Steven SA 36m (2000: 34m)
Top local middle distance athlete who ran 3rd in the 1999 final behind David Haigh (1min 10.30secs off 34ms). Featuring heavily in the lead up meets, with a win over 1600m at Salisbury North (4mins 7.81secs off 115m) and over 1000m at Plympton (2mins 27.18secs off 115m). Is a great chance of winning the 800m Open on Day 1 and will fancy his chances of taking out the double. There is every reason to suggest he can do it.

HAIGH David VIC 34m (2000: 36m)
The 1999 winner (1min 9.80secs off 42m) and followed that up last year with an excellent performance to finish runner up (1min 8.60secs off 36m). Wasn’t too far away in the Mt Gambier 550m Open final last month (5th, 1min 10.43secs off 32m). Worth asking what he had for dinner last night but he always presents himself in good condition at this meeting and is again a threat.

HANE Michael SA 24m
SA’s premier middle distance athlete who has won over 800m and 1600m at this Carnival in recent years. Did win over 1000m at Camden in November (2min 29.04secs off 14m) but has been mainly appearing in the shorter races this season, suggesting he may be primed for this race. Solid 3rd placing at Mt Gambier over this distance (1min 9.15secs off 26m). Has his foot on the till.

HARRISON Brad SA 40m (2000: 40m)
“The Big Red” who finally broke his novice drought last month in winning the 550m Novice final at Camden (1min 14.45secs off 40m). This is a big step up but you always have to consider him a chance. Best of the outsiders.

HASSELL Tom SA 16m (2000: 20m)
Brilliant South Australian runner who has won over 400m in the Camden Classic and at Stawell, as well as over 550m at Stawell. This race has always alluded him but he has nevertheless put up some sterling performances including a 2nd in 1996, 2nd in 1998 and 4th last year. Last month he showed the Mt Gambier crowd his class in putting up one of the best-ever 550m runs the League has ever seen (1min 8.18secs off 20m). Would be one of the major players in this if it wasn’t for the fact he has turned his attention to the sprints this month and is a possible Adelaide Bay Sheffield finalist. If he surprisingly gets knocked out in his heat of the Gift, he could still come into contention here.

HIPWORTH Mark VIC 46m (2000: 44m)
There’s not much that this Victorian legend hasn’t done in professional ranks but his chances here will depend on what his training has been focusing on. Has the versatility to be competitive over just about any distance he chooses but is eligible for veteran’s ranks these days. Narrowly missed the final of this last year when in a great battle in his heat with Tom Hassell (1min 11.70secs off 44m). Not out of it.

MESLEY Bruce VIC 70m (2000: 72m)
Veteran who can scamper around the track like a scolded cat. Narrowly missed a place in the final of the Bay Sheffield 550m race in 1996 and 1997 when grabbed by classy local David Smith. Has not performed to that level since but if he can recapture that form, will give the backmarkers something to think about.

MOSS Daniel SA 36m (2000: 30m)
A Bay Sheffield finalist over 120m in 1998, in the same year he won a famous double at Port Pirie over 120m and 400m. Hasn’t been sprinting well this season but doing OK over the longer journey. Finished 3rd in the Mort Daly 400m final at Camden in November (49.83secs off 21m) and then impressed over 550m at Mt Gambier in his heat (1min 10.32secs off 32m) before blowing up in the final. At his best, he can be there when it counts.

NOBBS Paul SA 44m (2000: 42m)
If there was such a trophy, he would up there for the League’s Most Improved Athlete this season, winning over 300m at Henley (32.31secs off 34m) and over 400m at Salisbury North (48.52secs off 33m). Was 3rd in the Novice 550m at Camden in November (1min 16.56secs off 44m) behind Brad Harrison. Roughie.

SMITH David SA 38m (2000: 36m)
It is likely in a few years’ time that they will rename this race the “David Smith Memorial” after his outstanding efforts to make this final every year since 1992. Has been close to winning but has always bumped into someone that has had his measure on the day. Has been strangely quiet so far this season but did make the Plympton 400m final last week (6th, 47.81secs off 23m). Can he make the final for the 10th time in a row? Yes. Can he win? Unlikely.

THOMSON Mark SA 44m (2000: 42m)
AFL boundary umpire who was runner up behind David Haigh in 1999 off the same mark he has landed this year (1min 10.10secs off 44m). Making regular finals this month over 400m to 800m without winning. Could be coming good at the right time.

TROIANO Geoff SA 82m (2000: 82m)

Frontmarker who will give a lot of cheek. Finished 3rd earlier this month at Colley Reserve over this trip (1min 10.91secs off 82m). Will ensure an honestly run race.

WILSON Steven SA 58m (2000: 60m)
Wins a 550m race just about every year but hasn’t cracked it at the Bay Sheffield before. No disgrace to be beaten by Tom Hassell at Mt Gambier in the 550m Open final last month (2nd, 1min 8.92secs off 60m) and then followed it up with a win at Colley Reserve over this distance (1min 10.36secs off 58m). That points to him being a force to be reckoned with.

WRAY Jeffrey ACT 36m (2000: 34m)

3rd in this race in a fast time in 1998 (1min 9.20secs off 46m). Back a little in the marks but is too good to dismiss if the work has been done.

OTHER RUNNERS:
BROWN Chris VIC 64m (2000: 74m)

BRYANT Warwick SA 30m (2000: 28m)

BUTLER Stephen SA 58m (2000: 54m)

CALVERT Phil SA 62m (2000: 54m)

CAMPBELL David VIC 40m (2000: 40m)

COCHRANE James SA 50m

COLE Tom SA 36m

COUSINS Matthew SA 38m

CRAWFORD Ben SA 46m (2000: 46m)

CZABAN Luke SA 46m

DAVID Rohan VIC 54m

DAWKINS John SA 64m (2000: 62m)

DIDYK Kristian SA 46m

DIERCKS Steve SA 68m (2000: 70m)

DUNN Marty VIC 34m

ENGLAND Ryan SA 48m (2000: 48m)

FALLON Matthew SA 36m

FOUNTAIN Craig SA 28m (2000: 26m)

GUNNING Neale VIC 52m (40m)

HALGE Robert VIC 28m

HENRY Luke SA 40m

HODGES Chris SA 40m (2000: 44m)

JONES Darren SA 34m

KOWAL Daniel SA 46 (2000: 44m)

LEWRY Steven VIC 68m

MCDONOUGH Peter VIC 60m

MCMAHON Jordan SA 36m

MOSS Shane SA 48m (2000: 48m)

OLDFIELD Stephen VIC 50m

O'REILLY Chris SA 82m

PANAGODA Gajan NSW 34m

PARSONS Tony VIC 82m

PEARSON Andrew VIC 40m

PENHALL Matthew SA 46m (2000: 48m)

ROWSTON Colin SA 56m (2000: 60m)

SALTER Andrew VIC 36m

SARNO Paul SA 36m

SIBENALER Andrew SA 36m

SIBENALER Yves SA 40m (2000: 40m)

SYMONS Greg SA 56m

THOMPSON Simon SA 40m

VANDERLOO Kris SA 34m

WALDRON Cash VIC 34m

WILLIAMS Richard SA 82m (2000: 78m)

WOULD Gary SA 70m

YORKE Cameron WA 36m

550m WOMEN’S

THE TOP 15 CHANCES

BAKER Anna SA 30m
Promising middle distance athlete who is training with Sharon Ward. Was 4th in the 550m Women’s final at Colley Reserve earlier this month (1min 27.71secs off 22m) and 3rd in the Salisbury North Women’s 400m final (58.18secs off 16m). You never know.

BOWMAN Jessica SA 38m
First year Flinders athlete that looks to have a future. Made the 550m Women’s final at Colley Reserve (7th, 1min 32.70secs off 34m). Her time is coming.

BURR Alex SA 42m (2000: 56m)
In peak form in the 2nd half of last season, climaxing with a gutsy win in the 400m Women’s final at Stawell (51.34secs off 50m). Failed to make the final of this last year and gives the impression that she doesn’t like the last 150m of the race. No form to report of lately but if she could put herself in the same frame of mind that she was in at Stawell, she could surprise.

DUNN Abbey SA 20m (2000: 24m)
Better than average youngster who has posted some impressive times over 400m. Still getting used to handicapped competition but once she does, watch out.

FENECH Kate SA 26m (2000: 50m)
Much-improved athlete who runs with the determination required to win big races. Won over this distances a month ago at Mt Gambier (1min 21.26secs off 32m) beating Anne Fearnley in a great two-way battle. Despite the pull, she will still be hard to stop in this.

FOX Carolyn VIC 30m (2000: 38m)
2nd in this race last year behind her Victorian rival Anne Fearnley (1min 19.90 off 38m). Has the ability to be competitive over a wide range of distances and has a decent kick at the end of these type of races. The one to beat.

FREEBORN Vicki SA 24m
Quality South Australian distance athlete who is competing with the League for the first time this season. Appears in good shape, winding up 5th in the 550m Women’s final at Colley Reserve (1min 29.72secs off 20m). May find the distance too short but will be running on.

HOLLOWAY Kim VIC 26m (2000: 30m)
Victorian who travelled over to Mt Gambier last month and ran 3rd behind Fenech and Fearnley in the 550m Women’s final (1min 24.29secs off 22m). Was a fair way off the first two but with a handicap readjustment and further training in the meantime, she comes into calculation.

KEMP Jessica SA 48m (2000: 56m)
Young runner with Toby Schreier who found the line well to win the 550m Women’s final at Colley Reserve earlier this month (1min 25.74 off 48m). On that run alone, she should be around the place.

LEWIS Tamsyn VIC SCR (2000: SCR)
Australian champion over 800ms who knows how to sprint as well (winner of Stawell 100m in 11.70secs off 5.0m). Has won at this Carnival over 800ms in 1999 (2mins 8.77secs off scratch). Made the final of this last year but her handicap was a little tight. The opposition has come back this year which should give her a sniff but she will need to be near PB shape to be able to pick them up. A few unknown factors but there is no doubting she is good enough to do it.

MAYERS Jayne VIC 32m (2000: 36m)
A winner over 400m at Stawell that knows how to grit her teeth and get the best out of herself. Not in top condition last month when 6th in the Mt Gambier 550m Women’s final (1min 27.18secs off 28m). Can improve.

MCCULLOUGH Melinda SA 40m (2000: 50m)
Picked up her first sash last week at Plympton over 1000ms (2mins 37.77secs off 135m). Was 7th in this final last year (1min 21.60secs off 50m). Worth including.

MYATT Lee SA 32m (2000: 46m)
Strong athlete who is more than capable on her day. Was 4th last year (1min 20.70secs off 46m) and has won a number of races between 400m and 1000m. 2nd at Colley Reserve over 550m on December 2 (1min 25.98secs off 32m). Definite hope.

NEWTON Kylie NSW 20m

Visiting from NSW for the first time. Has an impressive PB of 54.13secs for 400ms and 2mins 8secs for 800ms. That suggests she will be in the hunt.
PRENTICE Jackelyn SA 34m

First year runner with the League who has been taking on the guys in open and novice ranks and performing admirably. Made the 800m Open final at Salisbury North, finishing 6th (1min 59.37secs off 138m). Back to the fillies class here and might be one to watch.

OTHER RUNNERS:
BODDINGTON Kyla SA 34m (2000: 50m)
BUCKLEY Lucy SA 58m (2000: 58m)

COX Sara SA 50m (2000: 50m)

GRIFFEN Tenille SA 30m

HALLIDAY Iona SA 34m

HORE Amanda SA 60m (2000: 64m)

KERLEY Ashley SA 50m (2000: 48m)

MCRAE Sue SA 36m

MEEKINS Kirsty SA 44m

MUDGE Jane SA 44m

NOACK Sarah SA 38m

O'BRIEN Joanne VIC 38m

ROSSATO Amanda VIC 48m

RUDD Yolette SA 40m

SEARLE Deborah SA 58m (2000: 60m)

SHEPPARD Sue SA 48m (2000: 60m)

TURLEY Claire SA 50m (2000: 56m)
800m Open

THE TOP 25 CHANCES

BEVERIDGE Mark SA 54m (2000: 60m)
3rd in the Stawell 800m Open final (1min 45.1secs off 64m). Nothing to note this season but did make late ground last week at Plympton over 1000m (2min 31.92secs off 52m). Comes in well.

BISHOP Adam SA 30m (2000: 36m)
Made a fatal error in judgement when caught napping in his 800m heat last year. Went on the next day to take out the 1600m Selected final (4mins 8.5secs off 55m). Track watchers suggest he is going as well as ever and he wasn’t far away in the Mt Gambier Backmarkers mile (4mins 3.55secs off 70m). Maybe.

BOSCH PJ SA 60m (2000: 68m)
This enthusiastic youngster won over 800ms at this Carnival in the Under 20s category in 1999 (1min 58.90secs off 44m). Has remained a novice until this season before beginning a purple patch – winning over 800m at Henley (1min 54.65 off 68m), over 1600m at Henley and Mt Gambier (4mins 0.64secs off 135m) and over 3200m at Flinders (8mins 47.17secs off 245m). You won’t shut him up if he goes well in this but he is taking on some big guns.

CAMPBELL David VIC 56m (2000: 48m)
Scottish runner who trains with Mark Hipworth. Hasn’t done much over here in the past but reportedly clocks around 1min56secs for 800ms. That brings him into the picture.

CHEHADE Amin SA 50m (2000: 48m)
Has won this race before back in 1993 off a much bigger mark but has proven since that he deserves a good runner’s handicap. Sporting a new close shave haircut that must be helping his speed as evidenced by a gutsy come-from-behind win in the Salisbury North 800m Open earlier this month (1min 53.46secs off 50ms). Always a danger in anything he competes in.

CHERRY Tim VIC 30m

Classy Victorian runner who has run at the Bay Sheffield before without much success, swearing he wouldn’t return because he couldn’t handle the tight bends of Colley Reserve. Couldn’t nominate quickly enough when he heard about the move to Adelaide Oval. Has a PB of 1:47 for 800ms and, going on reports, is not far off that at the moment. Will be storming home.

CREASEY Jonathan SA 28m
One of the best hopes for tomorrow’s Selected Mile. Has been back competing this month after taking a break following his winter of AFL boundary umpiring. Was finishing hard in last week’s Plympton 1000m Backmarkers’ final (2mins 29.77secs off 26ms). Looking for further ground but is too good to write off totally.

DAVID Rohan VIC 72m
Trains with Mark Hipworth. Has won numerous races, including the Bendigo 800m. Has a PB of 1:57 for 800ms (on grass). Is 35 years old and has experience on his side. A danger.

DIDYK Adam SA 52m (2000: 52m)
The winner of the Backmarkers mile last year (3mins 59.55secs off 135m). This season was 2nd behind Michael Hane in the Camden 1000m final (2min 29.87secs off 56m) and 2nd behind his training partner PJ Bosch in the Mt Gambier 1600m final (4mins 0.84secs off 105m). Likely to rest up for tomorrow but, if he fronts, should mean business.

DUNSHEA Brant VIC 48m (2000: 60m)
3rd in this final last year (1min 52.83secs off 60m). Returned to this state to pick up his first sash at the 2001 Camden Classic meeting in the 800m Novice final (1min 53.18secs off 60m) before going on to collect the prestigious Stawell 800m sash (1min 44.6secs off 72m). Back a little now but it will be worth keeping an eye on the bookies boards.

GARREFFA Steven SA 38m (2000: 36m)
Runner up in this final in 1997 and 1998 but is ready to go one better. Brilliant lead up, with a win over 1600m at Salisbury North (4mins 7.81secs off 115m) before a paralysing victory over 1000m at Plympton (2mins 27.18secs off 38m). Has had a tendency to over-race in the past but appears to have cured this habit. Top show.

HAIGH David VIC 36m (2000: 36m)
Best efforts at this meeting have been over 550m but did run a close up 3rd in the 1999 800m Open final (1min 52.74secs off 46m) behind Nik Howarth. A good chance in tomorrow’s 550m but will be wanting to run well here so he doesn’t risk getting rubbed out for an inconsistent performance. Should be around the mark again.

HANE Michael SA 10m (2000: 16m)
Outstanding effort to win this race from the backmark last year (1min 52.32secs off 16m). Showed over 1000m at Camden in November that he is similar form (1st, 2mins 29.04secs off 14m). Sure to be on the dais at some stage of this meeting but with the readjustment due to his win last year, it may not be in this race.

HARRISON Brad SA 46m (2000: 42m)
Won the 550m Novice final at the November Camden meeting (1min 14.45secs off 40m). Incredibly is still a novice over this distance but that has to change sooner rather than later. Could make final but that would be his limit.

HIPWORTH Mark VIC 48m (2000: 46m)
Victorian coach who has a magnificent record. Never misses a Bay Sheffield Carnival and is sure to enjoy running for the first time on Adelaide Oval. Went to Mt Gambier and performed creditably in an 800m Women/Over 35s’ race dominated by frontmarkers (4th, 2mins 4.0secs off 5m). Can still give a few of his younger rivals a headache or two.

HOGG Sam SA 42m
Winner of the Under 20s’ 800m final last year at this meet (1min 54.99secs off 46m). Impressed last week in winning the Plympton 1600m Novice final (4mins 12.99secs off 115m into a strong wind). Looks the goods but facing a big class rise.

LEWIS Tamsyn VIC 96m
Australia’s Number One Female athlete over this distance. Has a PB of 2min 0secs and is desperate to break the 2min barrier. As this is her first race for the season, it is difficult to know what type of shape she is in but if she is anywhere near her best, it will take a great run to beat her.

MCDONALD Greg SA 48m (2000: 48m)
Winner over this distance in the 800m Novice final at Mt Gambier (1min 55.43secs off 48m). It’s like asking a maiden winner to take out the Melbourne Cup but he could still push his way into the final.

MCDONOUGH Matthew VIC 30m (2000: 34m)
Well accomplished athlete who has won the Herb Hedemann 1600m final at Stawell and also over 3200m at Stawell. Has had some time away from the sport but now is back in business with new coach Mark Hipworth. Not renowned for his efforts over 800m but with a record like his, you can never discount him.

MORGAN Kym SA 38m
Back to the sport after a lengthy lay-off and is trying out with the League for the first time. Top effort in the Salisbury North 800m Open final when just pipped on the line by Amin Chehade (1min 53.65secs off 38m). Has a recent PB of 1:55 for 800ms. A dark horse.

THIELE Shane SA 38m (2000: 38m)
Former Mort Daly Medal winner for Athlete of the Year. Has been a little quiet in the last couple of years but indicated a return to form last weekend with a fast finishing 5th at Plympton over 1000m (2mins 30.40secs off 26m). He has been in this final before (5th in 1999, 1min 54.30secs off 38m) and there is a whisper he has his sights on doing better this time around. Should be handy.

THOMSON Mark SA 52m (2000: 52m)
More than capable middle distance runner who was 3rd over this distance at Flinders this season (1min 53.17secs off 52m). Trifecta hope.

WILSON Darren SA 46m (2000: 40m)
Famous for boundary umpiring four AFL Grand Finals in a row but also runs with distinction during the summer months with the SA Athletic League. Was a close runner up in this final two years ago behind Nik Howarth (1min 52.47secs off 44m). Great recent form, with a win over 1600m at Colley Reserve (4min 8.30secs off 100m), a 2nd over 1600m at Salisbury North (4mins 8.02secs off 100m) and a 2nd over 1000m at Plympton (2mins 29.54 off 44m). Yes.

WILSON Steven SA 68m (2000: 68m)
Once again coming into the Bay Sheffield Carnival with good form, with a win at Flinders over this distance (1min 52.70secs off 68m) and a win over 550m at Colley Reserve (1min 10.36secs off 58m). Has a deceptively quick sprint and should be there right until the end of the race. Strong claims.

WRAY Jeffrey ACT 42m (2000: 42m)
Winner of this race in 1998 (1min 48.36secs off 62m) with daylight 2nd. Backed up brilliantly last year to finish in 2nd place in the final behind Michael Hane (1min 52.63secs off 42m). Keep an eye on him.

OTHER RUNNERS:
BORG Ashley VIC 96m (2000: 88m)

BRENNAN Peter SA 84m

BRYANT Warwick SA 26m

CLAYTON Luke SA 62m (2000: 48m)

COUSINS Matthew SA 44m

CRAWFORD Ben SA 68m

CZABAN Luke VIC 78m (2000: 46m)

DIDYK Kristian SA 56m

ENGLER Dale SA 38m

FALLON Matthew SA 40m

FENECH Matthew SA 66m (62m)

FREEBORN Vicki SA 112m

FRENCH John SA 82m

JONES Darren SA 42m

KOWAL Daniel SA 70m (2000: 68m)

LANGE Mark SA 44m

LEONARD Chad SA 40m

LEWRY Steven VIC 80m

MANGOS Nick SA 48m

MATENA Daniel SA 32m

MCDONOUGH Peter VIC 68m (2000: 60m)

MCGARITY Beau VIC 66m

MEADE Anthony SA 74m (2000: 68m)

MESLEY Bruce VIC 86m (2000: 82)

OLDFIELD Stephen VIC 64m

PANAGODA Gajan NSW 48m

PARSON Tony VIC 82m

PEARSON Andrew VIC 72m

PRENTICE Jackelyn SA 120m

ROBERTS Tony VIC 80m (2000: 80m)

ROWSTON Colin SA 80m (2000: 74m)

SALTER Andrew NSW 56m

SANDISON Ashley SA 68m (2000: 68m)

STARRS Adam SA 56m

VANDERLOO Kris SA 36m

WALLACE Tim VIC 30m

WILLIAMS Richard SA 100m (2000: 96m)
1600m SELECTED BACKMARKERS

BISHOP Adam SA 25m (2000: 55m)
Top young distance runner with the Flinders Athletics Club who had the buzz of his life in winning this race last year (4mins 8.56secs off 55m). Has come back a fair way but did win clearly last year. The field is more tightly packed this time around and it will be a far differently run race. Reported to be training the house down and wasn’t far away at Mt Gambier in the Backies Mile there (4th, 4mins 3.55secs off 70m). Clocked 8mins 36.71secs for 3km at the recent Zatopek meeting. Good chance to go back to back.

BOSCH PJ SA 45m
A novice runner before this season, he has taken all before him, winning over 800m at Henley (1min 54.65 off 68m), over 1600m at Henley and Mt Gambier (4mins 0.64secs off 135m) and over 3200m at Flinders (8mins 47.17secs off 245m). Ran 3mins 57secs for 1500m recently at Mile End. Deserves to be selected but this is his biggest test to date.

CARTWRIGHT Brett ACT 25m (2000: 25m)
Was runner up behind Nik Howarth in this race in 1998 (4mins 7.4secs off 35m). A regular representative in the Australian Cross Country team. Has a PB of 3mins 48secs for 1500ms (2 years ago). Was 2nd in this year’s City To Bay Fun Run and was a 4th at the recent Zatopek meeting over 10km in a time of 28mins 42.10secs. Prefers it longer but is in sparkling form and will be hard to beat.

CASE Brad SA 30m
Quality Flinders athlete who won this race back in 1994 (4mins 14.74secs off 50m). Hasn’t lined up for the last couple of Bay Sheffield Selected Miles due to injury hassles. Wasn’t too far away in the Mt Gambier Backmarkers’ 1600m (7th, 4mins 5.17secs off 75m) and last week in the Plympton 1000m final (4th, 2mins 29.91secs off 34m). Starting to hit his straps at the right time and shouldn’t be underestimated.

COX Ryan SA 40m (2000: 60m)
SA’s Number One long distance runner who will have trouble outkicking some of these runners. Nevertheless, he has performed admirably in recent years, with last year’s 2nd placing his best effort to date (4mins 10.73secs off 60m). Excellent time over 10kms at Zatopek (29mins 49.46secs) a couple of weeks ago which should top him off nicely for this. Will give his backers a good sight.

CREASEY Jonathan SA 20m (2000: 20m)
Yet another AFL boundary umpire who uses the SA Athletic League to keep him fit during the summer months. Has run 3mins 46.9secs for 1500m but probably a little off that at present. However, he has shown in SA Athletic League competition this month that he is going well. Was 4th in the mile at Salisbury North (4mins 10.85secs off 80m) and then 3rd in the Plympton 1000m (2mins 29.77secs off 26m). Right in this.

DIDYK Adam SA 45m
Having his first taste of this race after blitzing his rivals in the Backmarkers 1600m final last year at this meeting (3mins 59.55secs off 135m). Running very well this season, winding up 2nd behind Michael Hane in the Camden 1000m final (2min 29.87secs off 56m) and 2nd behind his training partner PJ Bosch in the Mt Gambier 1600m final (4mins 0.84secs off 105m). Has been missing in recent weeks which won’t help his cause but should give some cheek from the front.

HANE Michael SA SCR (2000: SCR)
Winner of this race previously in 1997 (4mins 11.80secs off scratch) and deserves to be the backmarker. Outstanding display over 1000m at Camden in November (2mins 29.04secs off 14m) which is a good sign he is not far off his best. Has been concentrating on the shorter distances this month which suggests he may be eyeing off the 550m. If he lines up, expect a big run.

MCDONOUGH Matthew VIC 25m (2000: 30m)
Has won the prestigious Herb Hedemann mile at the Stawell Gift Carnival (3mins 59.44secs off 55m) and was a placegetter in this race in 1999 (4mins 6.6secs off 65m). Has numerous other achievements to his credit and should not be taken lightly.

SAUNDERS Philo ACT 10m
A current training partner of Brett Cartwright who is under the care of Dick Telford in the ACT. Has PB of 3mins 46secs for 1500ms, with a recent 3mins 52.32secs at Zatopek indicating he is not too far away from that. Bright hopes.

THIELE Shane SA 35m (2000: 45m)
Winner of this race in 1999 (4mins 6.30secs off 75m) and has two Stawell sashes in his keeping. Is a recipient of the Mort Daly Medal for Athlete Of The Season back in 1998/99. Another to run at the recent Victorian Zatopek meeting, running 9mins 38.38secs for a 3km steeple. Noticed making late ground last week at Plympton over 1000m (2mins 30.40secs off 26m). Not hopeless.

1600m BACKMARKERS

TOP 20 CHANCES

BOXER Mark VIC 115m

Has been a winner over 3200m at Stawell back in 1999 (8min 38.5secs off 270m) and then was 2nd at Stawell this year in a sensational Herb Hedemann mile when a protest against the winner (David Haigh) was dismissed. Will be looking to make amends here.

CAMPBELL David VIC 135m (2000: 140m)
Runs with Mark Hipworth. There has been money for him in the past but his performances haven’t been overly flattering. Has a PB 1min56secs for 800ms. If near that form, there will be money for him again. Watch market.

DUNSHEA Brant VIC135m
This year’s Stawell 800m champ (1min 44.6secs off 72m). Runs with Mark Hipworth so he is sure to have the miles in the legs. Keep safe.
ENGLER Dale SA 110m (2000: 105m)

Broke through for a novice win over the mile last year at Plympton (4mins 23.9secs off 100m). This season he has been a solid 3rd in the 1600m Backmarkers final at Mt Gambier (4mins 3.3secs off 110m) and was timed at 8mins 49.74secs over 3km at the recent Zatopek meeting. Should be there at the business end of proceedings.

FENECH Matthew SA 145m (2000: 140m)
Winner of the 1600m Frontmarkers’ race in 1997 (4mins 2.40secs off 160m). Is back in the backmarkers’ division and will need to get used to being in front rather than coming from behind. Decent 2nd place behind Darren Wilson in the Colley Reserve 1600m earlier this month (4mins 10secs off 145m). Will have a red hot go.

HAIGH David VIC 95m (2000: 125m)

Quality distance runners who has similar versatility to his coach Mark Hipworth. Winner of the 2001 Stawell Herb Hedemann over the mile but had to survive a protest to get the result. Expect no love lost between those that finished behind him that day if he lines up. Also entered for the 550m and 800m Open events. Stays under notice.
LYONS Greg NSW 115m

AFL boundary umpire who has won a Stawell 3200m race many years ago. Won a mile race in NSW this season in a field of only 4! May find the going a little tougher here but at his best could feature.

MATENA Daniel SA 110m (2000: 110m)
Flinders youngster under the watchful eye of Toby Schreier. Not seen too much on the SAAL circuit of late. Did run over 3km at Zatopek, clocking 8mins 59.33secs. Each way hope.

MCDONALD Greg SA 130m (2000: 135m)
Impressive winner of the Mt Gambier 800m Novice final in November (1min 55.43secs off 48m). Good 4th placing in the Colley Reserve 1600m 2 weeks later (4mins 13.18secs off 130m). May pull a punch or two.

MCGARITY Beau VIC 115m
Has won a Stawell sash in his time over 3200m. Came over to SA last year and ran 3rd behind Ryan Cox in the 1600m on Camden Classic day (4mins 11.39secs off 110m). Competed at Mt Gambier (11th, 4mins 11.85secs off 110m) but is better than that. No slouch on his day.

MCMEEL Carl VIC120m
Is a winner of the Novice 1600m at Stawell (4mins 0secs off 130m). Was a beaten favourite in the rich Bendigo 400m Open final last season. Has a win on the board this season in the VAL over this journey. On his day, he could do anything but is unpredictable.

MORGAN Kym SA 100m
This will only be his 2nd start with the SA Athletic League but there are big wraps on this kid. Almost stole a sash at his first appearance with the League when he was narrowly defeated by Amin Chehade in the Salisbury North 800m Open final (1min 53.65secs off 38m). Still green but highly promising.

MUIR Gordon VIC 135m

Another AFL boundary umpire who benefits from the sport of athletics. Won the 3200m Stawell final in 1997 (8mins 36.76secs off 260m) and has been a placegetter over 800m at this meeting. Can bob up every now and then.

PRYER Damien SA 100m
Youngster who shows potential. Good 3rd placing in the David Abbott Memorial at the Flinders meeting in October (8mins 56.11secs). Couldn’t match winner last week in the Plympton 1600m Novice final (4mins 16.52secs off 95m). This is not an easy task but watch for future reference.

SANDISON Ashley SA 145m

2nd placing in the Middlemarkers’ Mile of 1998 behind Kym Barnett. Has a number of wins to his credit over this journey, including the mile at Flagstaff Hill last season (4mins 12.59secs off 155m). Recently travelled to Tasmania but reports were that he didn’t race too well down there. Hard to catch.
SIMONDSON Gary VIC 100m

Used a good mark at Stawell over 3200m this year to obtain another Stawell sash (8mins 32.30secs off 270m). Great record behind him but will want to run better than he did at Mt Gambier last month (13th, 4mins 20.86secs off 90m). Looking to get back to his winning ways.

WALLACE Tim VIC 90m

Has competed in the Selected Mile in the past. Has a PB of 3mins 51secs for 1500ms but that was a while ago. Form of late is nothing to write home about but if he recaptures anything like he his capable of, watch out.

WILSON Darren SA 100m
AFL boundary umpire who has officiated in multiple Grand Finals. In great form this year over the distance of 1600m, winning at Colley Reserve (4min 8.30secs off 100m) and grabbing a 2nd placing at Salisbury North (4mins 8.02secs off 100m). Huge show.

WOODS Damien VIC 100m

Visiting from Victoria for the first time. 4th at Stawell in Backmarkers 1600m (4mins 0.1secs off 110ms). Is apparently burning the track up at training of late. Could be there when it matters.

WYATT Linden SA 140m (2000: 135m)

Runs with Warren Partland. Recent 3rd in the Colley Reserve mile behind Darren Wilson (4mins 10.37secs off 140m) which should give him some confidence going into this. Will keep plugging away to the end.

OTHER RUNNERS:
CHEHADE Amin SA 130m (2000: 130m)

DEBLING Louis SA 140m (2000: 140m)

DIDYK Kristian SA 140m

JUDD Daniel SA 115m

LANGE Mark SA 110m (2000: 105m)

LEONARD Chad SA 125m

MANGOS Nick SA 115m

MASSEY-HARVEY Jordan SA 130m

OLDFIELD Stephen VIC 145m

PODGER Abel SA 130m

SPENCE David VIC 125m

WILLIAMS Owen SA 130m
1600ms Front-markers

THE TOP 10 CHANCES

BARBER David SA 175m

Honest baby-faced veteran who hasn’t been too far away of late, finishing 7th in the Salisbury North 1600m (4mins 17.41secs off 170m) and 5th in the Plympton 1000m Frontmarkers (2mins 35.13secs off 72m). Would need to improve to really test them but he should at least finish in the front half of the field.

BERTELSMEIER Michael SA 155m (2000: 160m)
Has placed in this race on a couple of occasions and tuned up for another attempt with a win at Mt Gambier over this distance (4mins 7.06secs off 160m). Looks on paper as one of the best chances and rarely runs a bad race. In this up to his eyeballs.

BEVERIDGE Mark SA 160m (2000: 170m)
Last season’s Australian Distance Athlete Of The Year after a huge season, including a win in the inaugural McKinnon Parade 1600m Open final (4mins 4.49secs off 170m). Was 3rd in this race last year. Remarkable efforts to place in a race on every day of the 2001 Stawell Gift Carnival. Hasn’t been in same form since but did make late ground last week at Plympton over 1000m (2min 31.92secs off 52m). There is a choice to be made because he may be set for the 550m or 800m races but if he lines up he could be eyeing this off.

MCDONOUGH Peter VIC 165m (2000: 190m)
Last year’s winner of this race (4mins 2.01secs off 190m) but has come back a fair way. Still rates better than much of his opposition. One for the multiples.
MCVAY Andrew VIC 150m (2000: 140m)
Won the 3200m Frontmarkers final at Stawell in 2000 (8mins 36.86secs off 330m). Scratched last year, so we are still waiting for his first appearance in SA. At his best, he should take holding out.

MORAN Tony VIC 165m (2000: 145m)
3rd in the Frontmarkers 1600m at Mt Gambier (4mins 14.59secs off 160m) but was beaten a long way by the winner (Bertelsmeier). Only a rough hope.

O'BRIEN Paul VIC 200m
Cleaned up last season, winning a swag of races including the Stawell Frontmarkers’ 1600m (3mins 56secs off 220m). Not too badly off at the marks. The testing material.

PARTLAND Warren SA 180m (2000: 150m)
Advertiser journalist who in his day was a top middle distance athlete. Won the SA Athletic League’s Athlete of the Year back in 1994/95 and won a Bay mile around that time. Both his waistline and his handicap have been drifting out in recent times but he showed a glimpse of his old form last week at Plympton over 1000m (2mins 32.26secs off 78m). Could find something again.

SYMONS Greg SA 180m
Winner of the Bay Sheffield Over 35s 1600m two years ago. Tuned up for another attempt at a Bay Sheffield sash in winning the Plympton 1000m Frontmarkers’ final last weekend (2mins 31.50secs off 82m). Both totes.

ZEUNER Gary SA 190m
Old timer who has tasted success at both the Stawell and Bay Sheffield Carnivals. Not in the placings this season but has been putting down some reasonable times at Mile End. A smokey.

OTHER RUNNERS:
AIELLO Gaetano SA 240m (2000: 230m)

BORG Ashley VIC 230m (2000: 220m)

BRENNAN Peter SA 225m (2000: 215m)

CIELENS Sebastian SA 155m

CZABAN Luke SA 185m

FRENCH John SA 170m

HAALA Robert VIC 180m

HOLLAND David VIC 240m (2000: 240m)

LEWRY Steven VIC 195m

MCCANN Chris SA 240m (2000: 235m)

MEADE Anthony SA 185m (2000: 175m)

MESLEY Bruce VIC 200m (2000: 210m)

O'REILLY Chris SA 240m (2000: 240m)

PEARCE Robert SA 235m (2000: 225m)

PRENTICE Jackelyn SA 240m

REDDAWAY Ian SA 240m

ROBERTS Tony VIC 230m (2000: 210m)

ROWSTON Colin SA 180m

SBORO Claudio SA 225m

SEARLE Deborah SA 240m (2000: 240m)

STARRS Adam SA 165m

WEBBER Bradley SA 235m (2000: 225m)

WILSON Tony SA 155m
TWO ON TEN

Comment by Paul Young

The contrasting nature of the sport whereby promising athletes and genuine battlers can meet proven campaigners in any given event often throws up the most intriguing scenario. A well-handicapped race means the promising type has just as much chance as his more talented rival. As one athlete emerges another who once was super quick, fades with age and relies more heavily on the handicaps than he once did. At some stage their relative abilities meet and then just for one stage of their respective careers they require a similar mark in their quest for the same prize.


Such is the case of two athletes with very contrasting backgrounds and years apart in age. In the red corner is Aaron McMahon, 21-years-of-age running from 10.0 metres. In the blue corner is Paul Singleton 38-years-of-age, also running from 10 metres.


McMahon won the SA sprinter of the year last season, finishing off the year with a 70 metres and 120 metres double at Flagstaff Hill. It was quite impressive in that he beat runners such as Tim Johnson and Leon Burckhardt in the Flagstaff final. I personally was impressed enough to select McMahon to be the first South Aussie over the line in the Adelaide Bay Sheffield in Colin Rowston's tipping competition.


McMahon won the under 20's 120 metres at the Bay Sheffield carnival in 1999. Apparently a very talented junior, he is a genuine contender for the Bay Sheffield after his excellent win in the 70 metres at Plympton.


Paul Singleton, whilst one of the oldest athletes in the field, has a record which will probably never be equalled in our life time. He holds the distinction of being the only athlete in Stawell's long and proud history to have run 1st, 2nd and 3rd in three Stawell Gift final appearances. The NSW beach sprinter arrived at Stawell for the first time in 1983 and with a borrowed pair of spikes nearly pulled off one of Stawell's biggest upsets when he was just beaten by Dallas O'Brien in the Stawell Gift final.


He returned a year later and running from the back mark of 5.0 metres ran brilliantly to win the '84 Stawell Gift. In 1985, running at Olympic Park Melbourne, Singleton beat Australia's best sprinters when he ran 2nd to former world record holder Calvin Smith over 100 metres.


Singleton suffered a debilitating groin injury in the late eighties that put him off the track for two years. It probably robbed him of any chance to represent his country while at his peak.


After 11 years he returned to Stawell in 1995 at the age of 32 and ran 3rd in the Stawell Gift final from a mark of 6.75 metres. At Keilor earlier that season, I watched Singleton run and lamented how ordinary he looked. After hearing of the massive betting plunge and watch him destroy a quality field in his semi final before running 3rd behind Glenn Crawford, I learned never to underestimate Singleton again.


Now at age 38, the man who is one of the most unassuming but respected men in the sport will run in the Adelaide Bay Sheffield. While his age might be against him, he has got 10 metres and anyone who thinks Singleton is a spent force, I suggest you watch the betting.


McMahon v Singleton? Who will win? It's anyone's guess and in the end it probably won't matter. But it is unlikely the two athletes will ever meet off level marks again as McMahon continues on the up and Singleton hangs in there for one more crack at a big one. Could it be in the 2001 Adelaide Bay Sheffield? I can't wait to find out.

2000 BAY SHEFFIELD RESULTS

120m Open (The Bay Sheffield)

1st – Craig Brown (8.0m)
2nd – Justin Lewis (6.75m)
3rd – James Cleland (8.5m)
Time: 12.26secs

70m Open

1st – Daniel Flesfader (7.5m)
2nd – Ken Telfer (8.75m)
3rd – Justin Lewis (4.5m)
Time: 7.61secs

70m Women

1st – Paula Lehmann (5.25m)
2nd – Jo Fenech (7.5m)
3rd – Alison Fairweather (8.25m)
Time: 8.46secs

120m Women

1st – Jo Fenech (10.75m)
2nd – Kate Fenech (9.75m)
3rd – Paula Lehmann (6.5m)
Time: 14.43secs

120m Restricted

1st – Adam Burbridge (7.25m)
2nd – Ken Telfer (11.0m)
3rd – Ashley Arkit (8.5m)
Time: 12.86secs

120m Under 20s

1st – Darren Rogers (8.0m)
2nd – Chris Hodges (9.0m)
3rd – David Gross (8.5m)
Time: 13.02secs

120m Over 35s

1st – Michael Coughlan (3.0m)
2nd – Kevin Chambers (14.5m)
3rd – Les Williams (12.0m)
Time: 13.74secs

550m Open

1st – Chris Burckhardt (44m)
2nd – David Haigh (36m)
3rd – David Smith (36m)
Time: 1min 8.36secs

550m Women

1st – Anne Fearnley (32m)
2nd – Carolyn Fox (38m)
3rd – Ellen Wiese (42m)
Time: 1min 19.29secs

550m Over 35s

1st – Terry McGarrity (100m)
2nd – Mark Hipworth (18m)
3rd – Les Williams (44m)
Time: 1min 14.71secs

800m Open

1st – Michael Hane (16m)
2nd – Jeffrey Wray (42m)
3rd – Brant Dunshea (60m)
Time: 1min 52.32secs

800m Under 20s

1st – Sam Hogg (46m)
2nd – Dale Engler (36m)
3rd – Hamish Holmes (46m)
Time: 1min 54.99secs

1600m Selected Backmarkers

1st – Adam Bishop (55m)
2nd – Ryan Cox (60m)
3rd – Shane Thiele (45m)
Time: 4mins 8.56secs

1600m Backmarkers

1st – Adam Didyk (135m)
2nd – Matthew Griffen (110m)
3rd – Paul Hill (130m)
Time: 3mins 59.55secs

1600m Frontmarkers

1st – Peter McDonough (190m)
2nd – Ashley Sandison (170m)
3rd – Mark Beveridge (170m)
Time: 4mins 2.01secs

1600m Over 35s

1st – Philip Fearnley (70m)
2nd – Daniel Knowles (80m)
3rd – John Thompson (95m)
Time: 4mins 21.86secs
LENNY LAPEROPES LIKES….

120m Open (Adelaide Bay Sheffield)

1st – Everton Evelyn

2nd – Leon Burckhardt

3rd – Cam Dunbar

Dark Horse: Paul Singleton

120m Women

1st – Anne Marie Mouri-Nkeng

2nd – Nicole Apps

3rd – Kylie Atkins

Dark Horse: Jennifer MacGibbon

70m Open

1st – Aaron McMahon

2nd – Darren Rogers

3rd – John Cara

Dark Horse: Ben McLean

70m Women

1st – Kylie Atkins

2nd – Shanie Singleton

3rd – Alison Fairweather

Dark Horse: 

550m Open

1st – Michael Hane

2nd – David Haigh

3rd – Steve Garreffa

Dark Horse: Tim Cherry

550m Women

1st – Carolyn Fox

2nd – Kate Fenech

3rd – Lee Myatt

Dark Horse: Kylie Newton

800m Open

1st – Steve Garreffa

2nd – Darren Wilson

3rd – Rohan David

Dark Horse: Kym Morgan

1600m Selected Backmarkers

1st – Brett Cartwright

2nd – Adam Bishop

3rd – Brad Case

Dark Horse: Philo Saunders

1600m Backmarkers

1st – Mark Boxer

2nd – Darren Wilson

3rd – Dale Engler

Dark Horse: Damien Woods

1600m Frontmarkers

1st – Paul O’Brien

2nd – Michael Bertelsmeier

3rd – Warren Partland

Dark Horse: Gary Zeuner

UNDER 20s’ 120M PREVIEW

If the last three winners of this event is anything to go by, this year’s winner should be able to use his performance as a springboard to the future. 1998 winner Craig Brown went on to win the Restricted 120m at the Bay Sheffield in 1999 before winning the classic double of the Bay Sheffield and the Burnie Gift in 2000. Aaron McMahon won in 1999 before last season winning the sprinter of the year award. This year, Aaron has demonstrated that he has improved sufficiently to be a genuine contender for the 2001 Adelaide Bay Sheffield. 2000 winner, West Australian Darren Rogers has run well enough in Perth recently to suggest he also has progressed to be a chance at either the Adelaide Bay Sheffield or the Burnie Gift on New Year’s Day.

This year’s field has the depth of quality that will ensure the winner will have demonstrated the ability to rise to the occasion. In the first heat Salisbury North Under 20s’ winner, Damien Byrne meets the runner-up in last year’s Under 20s’ race, Chris Hodges and Damian Tohl, son of 1981 Bay Sheffield winner, Anthony Tohl. Tohl is a highly ranked Under 16 SA sprinter who made the Under 20s’ final on debut at Plympton. Southern Districts athlete Brett Fuller is another in the first heat with a genuine chance after a solid run at Plympton. In an even first heat, Byrne and Fuller are probably best placed to go into the final.

Kyle Smith and Matthew Hede are the two obvious choices from heat two. Smith had a great start to his career with the SA Athletic League winning the Under 20s’ 120m at Camden in November. Hede has been placed in two Under 20s’ races and was a close 4th at Plympton. Hede won the Port Adelaide Under 20s’ 300m last season. Victorian Cash Waldron could be the one to upset Smith and Hede. Waldron was 2nd in his heat of the Restricted 100m at Stawell in April. While he was 5th in a 120m Gift heat at Seymour in a relatively slow time, he will be better suited here.

The winner of the event could come from the third heat with three genuine chances – Luke Jericho, Brad Letton and David Gross, clashing for the prized first two places that qualify for the final. The stand out athlete is Luke Jericho who produced a quality performance to easily win the Plympton Under 20s’ on debut.  He ran 13.30secs from 5.50m to win by almost two metres from David Gross (8.0m). Brad Letton won the Novice 120m at Mt Gambier from 10.75m and was 2nd in the 200m Bill Ross Memorial Gift at Flinders in October. Gross meets Jericho 0.50m worse off here and has to find 2m since Plympton. He was 3rd in the final last year, but the quality of this year’s field suggests he will do well just to make the final this year. The only other athlete with some claims is Victorian athlete Shannon Byron who ran 11.55secs in finishing 8th in the Australian All Schools 100m in early December. 

Mt Gambier athlete Cameron Maxwell was one of only a few athletes who this year has won a race at his first meeting with the SAAL. Maxwell won the 70m on his home track at Mt Gambier in November. Maxwell runs in the fourth heat and meets promising SA junior Michael Cleland and Victorian Marty Dunn. Cleland was an unlucky 3rd in his heat at Plympton in a relatively fast time and Dunn won the 100m Novice event at Seymour in November. SA hurdles representative Steven Mann was 4th in the Under 20s’ 400m hurdles at the Australian All School titles in early December, but may lack the speed off the blocks to make an impact. Backmarker Alan Tran is part of the Jim Bradley squad that includes 1998 winner Craig Brown so he should not be totally discounted.

Final 8 Prediction: D Byrne, B Fulller, K Smith, M Hede, L Jericho, D Gross, C Maxwell, M Cleland. 

120M RESTRICTED PREVIEW

A field that would do justice at one of the post Christmas open Gifts has entered the Restricted 120m today. Last year the event was won by Victorian Adam Burbridge in his first ever “pro” running start. At Easter Burbridge ran brilliantly to be runner-up in the 2001 Stawell Gift. 

HEAT ONE

Geelong’s Graham Lockhart has had a good season winning the 400m Novice at Seymour before finishing 2nd in the 200m Epping Gift. Lockhart is coached by Mark McDowell a former top Vic athlete and should be in top shape for this after winning round two of the CUB series at Moonee Valley, a fortnight ago.  Mt Gambier Novice 120m winner Brad Letton looks the best chance to upset Lockhart. Coincidentally, Letton was also a runner-up in a 200m Gift at Flinders in October, behind Leon Burckhardt. Blackwood footballer Shaun Ryder won the Novice 120m at the Cousin Jack meeting in January but his form this season has not been as good. He should battle out 3rd spot with McKinnon Parade athlete Stuart Daddow. Daddow was 3rd in the Henley 70m Novice in October. “Reckless” Rhett Cook will shake his opponents hands before the start as he always does, but that is as close he will get to any of them once the gun goes.

HEAT TWO

Runner-up to Lockhart at Moonee Valley was young Craig Foley, son of dual Stawell Gift winner, Barry Foley. Foley has had several injury set backs in the past but seems to finally in his best shape under the guidance of top Victorian coach Paul White. The Steve Butler trained Andrew Beck was a finalist in the Henley Gift on October and was also 2nd in the 70m Novice on the same day. He has struggled of late in open company but will be better suited here. Brighton’s Tom Cole has steadily improved and could sneak in for 3rd ahead  of one of the interstate pair, Jake Weir and Daniel Sammut.  

HEAT THREE

In one of the tougher heats, talented Victorian 14-year-old Robert Spencer makes his debut with the sport in today’s Restricted 120m. A member of the Jim Bradley squad that has won this race the last two years with Craig Brown (1999) and Adam Burbridge (2000), Spencer was 3rd in the Australian All School’s Under 16 100m running 11.38secs (wind – 3.0). He should be too classy in this heat with Andrew Steele, a placegetter in the Cousin Jack Novice last season and Salisbury North 70 metres 3rd placegetter, Mark Zanella, the best of the others to go through to the next round. The unlucky athlete to miss could be Spencer’s stablemate, Peter Dudkiewicz who was 2nd in a Novice 400m at Seymour. Matt “Willie” Nelson should get warm enough to earn a nice cold beer, but that’s about all.

HEAT FOUR

In a very open heat, first year runner, William Bowie has been running well enough to suggest he might just win from either veteran athlete Steve Butler, Nathan Hoare or Jordan McMahon. Bowie trains at Flinders and while has not featured in the finals, has been competitive in several open heats. Butler was 2nd in the Henley Veteran’s 300m but has struggled with his 120m running with a 5th in the heat at Salisbury North. Hoare was 3rd in the Novice 70m at Colley Reserve. Western Bulldogs footballer, Jordan McMahon was a very good school age runner.

HEAT FIVE

Another open heat but it is doubtful any of them will trouble the more highly fancied athletes in the some of the other heats. Simon Thompson was a surprise winner of his Open Gift heat at Camden in November beating well performed athletes Damian Marangon and Sanm Dunn. He was 4th in the Novice 120m at Mt Gambier and a finalist over 300m at Henley. Warren Beaton has come a long way from Tennant Creek to compete in the Adelaide Bay Sheffield carnival and would be disappointed to go home without progressing through to the semi finals. Third place is a dead set toss up with maybe Henley’s Greg Denehy or little known Victorian Luke Howlett the possibilities.

HEAT SIX

One of two Western District athletes with genuine claims to this event, Stuart Stevenson should take out this heat if he wants to have any chance in the final. Stevenson was 2nd over 300m at Henley and 3rd in the 200m Flinders Gift in October, 4th  over 400m at Camden and 4th in the Mt Gambier 70m in November and was a surprise finalist in the Salisbury North Gift before finishing 2nd in the 400m Novice on the same day. Victorian Richard Driscoll has been around for almost a decade but has lacked the genuine desire and dedication to win the races his ability and handicap suggests he should have. On natural talent alone he should get through this heat. Last year’s Under 20s’ Athlete of the Year, Jarod Manning has had a very ordinary season but has a chance to get through to the semi final from Salisbury North novice 400m winner Paul Nobbs. Backmarker Shannon Byron ran 11.55secs in finishing 8th in the Australian All Schools 100m in early December but will struggle to get past the heat in this. NSW novice Gajan Panagoda ran 5th in an Open 300m at Queanbeyan off the novice mark, and 4th in the mile. Terry McAullife calling ‘PAN-ARR-GO-DARR” will be Gajan’s highlight.  

HEAT SEVEN

The second of the Western Districts sprinters with a big chance to take out the race is ABC news reporter, Ben McLean. A 2nd place in the Mount Gambier Novice 120m indicated McLean has the ability to be right in the finish of this. After winning the Novice 70m at the Colley Reserve meeting, McLean has been side lined with a hamstring injury. He should be right by the time his heat comes around and qualify comfortably for the semi finals. Victorian Ryan Mitchell won the highly sought after Burnie Maiden over 90m last season. While he has recently recovered from injury he does have enough ability to suggest he is a good chance in this. Andrew Camilleri has concentrated on the longer events recently over 400m and 550m, but does have the early speed and mark to fill the minor placing in this heat.  

HEAT EIGHT

The final heat is another very open heat with not many athletes with exposed form. Matthew Hede has been running well in Under 20s’ races and has a good chance in the Under 20s’ 120m so may bypass this. If he runs expect him to go through to the semi finals with Billy Todd and perhaps one of the Jim Bradley trained duo of Alan Tran and Robert Halge. Being the good bloke he is, Daryl “Hugo” Hortin will signal to the starter with a wave of the hand as he goes past the post for the next heat to start.

Final 6 Prediction: B McLean, R Spencer, G Lockhart, S Stevenson, B Letton, C Foley.

OVER 35s’ 120M PREVIEW

It’s not often that a Stawell Gift placegetter of less than three years ago will run in the over 35s’ event, however that is the case here with 1999 3rd placegetter Peter O’Dwyer. The Ballarat based runner recorded 10.74secs for 100m in January to suggest he can still run quicker than most and deserves his scratch his mark. Between O’Dwyer and second backmarker Paul Singleton they have run in five Stawell Gift finals between them. Singleton, the 1984 Stawell Gift winner has been prominent in NSWAL veteran’s events off a much tighter mark. However there is a tip around for Singleton in the Adelaide Bay Sheffield, so it will be interesting to see if he turns out in this. Last year’s winner Michael Coughlan has not featured much this season apart from a 70m semi final at Mt Gambier, but he has drawn a good heat and could get into another final. Kevin Chambers won the Henley Novice 70m and was 2nd in the Open 70m at Plympton and should run well in this, as will his stablemate James Cochrane who was 5th in the Over 35s’ 120m at Salisbury North. Brighton’s Luke Hildyard was 2rd at Salisbury North and 2nd over 200m at Flinders and should once again feature in a final at this carnival after finishing 3rd in the Bay Sheffield and winning the 70m in 1991. Gary Thompson won over this distance at the Mort Daly meeting in November and was 3rd at Salisbury North. Albury’s Adrian Fury was 2nd in the open 70m at Seymour and a finalist at Epping. In November Fury won the veteran’s 120m at Queanbeyan off 6.50m in 13.50secs. He looks to be in great shape and should give Thompson and Hildyard the most trouble in heat two. Victorian sprinter Glen Saddington has also been running well in Open 70m races since moving to the Terry McGarity stable and has a chance to advance to the final.

Final 8 Prediction: P Singleton, K Chambers, G Thompson, A Fury, G Saddington, M Coughlan, P O’Dwyer, J Cochrane.

OVER 35s’ 550M PREVIEW

Last year’s winner Terry McGarity returns to defend the event he won last season. McGarity had a good start to the season wining the first two 400m races of the VAL season at Barham and Bacchus Marsh. He finalised his preparation with a 2nd in his 400m heat at Woodend. Last year Victorian veterans filled the first three places with McGarity beating Mark Hipworth and Les Williams. 

The leading contender to emerge from the VAL meetings is Woodend 400m Open winner, Stephen Oldfield. Oldfield has made several finals in VAL events including a 2nd in the Epping 400m behind Tim Cherry.  Tony Parsons is a past winner of the 800m at Stawell and cannot be discounted in this nor Tony Roberts who has been close up in heats of  400m Open events and meets Oldfield better off here than he does in VAL 400m events. Mark Hipworth was a finalist in the Over 35s’/Women’s 800m at Mt Gambier and can never be written off.

Leading the local challenge is Colley Reserve Over 35s’ 550m winner Gary Thompson and past Stawell 1600m and 3200m winner Gary Zeuner. Thompson has won two over 35s’ events this season having also won the 120m at Camden in November. Zeuner was 3rd to Thompson at Colley Reserve and has continued to run solidly at SANTOS in over 35s’ interclub events. Michael Bertelsmeier was impressive at Mt Gambier winning the Frontmarkers’ 1600m. He was a fast finishing 4th at Colley Reserve behind Thompson. Ian Reddaway was 3rd in the 400m Novice event at Salisbury North before he ran 2nd in the 400m Open in a very fast 46.46secs off 84m behind the brilliant youngster Keith Sheehy. He will appreciate the drop in class in the Over 35s’ and looks set to run a big race. The wild card entry could be Greg Symons who won the Frontmarkers’ 1000m at  Plympton and was 5th in the Over 35s’ 200m at Flinders.

Final 6 prediction: S Oldfield, T Roberts, G Thompson, G Zeuner, I Reddaway, M Bertelsmeier. 

OVER 35s’ 1600M PREVIEW

Mt Gambier Frontmarkers’ 1600m winner Michael Bertelsmeier is in the right shape to do well in this event, having run 4th in the Frontmarkers’ 1000m and being the 2nd Over 35s’ runner home in the Veterans’/Women’s 1000m at Plympton. Always competitive in these types of events, Bertelsmeier will be undaunted by the task of running from the second backmark. Victorian Tony Parsons has steadily improved in the open miles conducted on the VAL circuit while Tony Moran had another strong winter on the Victorian Cross Country League winter circuit and should be right in the finish. Gary Zeuner has won at Stawell over this distance and will be better suited here than the 1000m Frontmarkers’ at Plympton where he finished a fair way back. David Holland from the ACT has enjoyed some success on the NSWAL circuit including an Open win over 300m at Queanbeyan and after several visits to Adelaide could be in his best form to finally break through for a well deserved win. Others to watch include the 1999 winner Bob Pearce, McKinnon pair Ian Reddaway and Chris O’Reilly and Whyalla’s Chris McCann.

Final 6 Prediction: M Bertelsmeier, T Parsons, T Moran, G Zeuner, I Reddaway, B Pearce.

UNDER 20s’ 800M PREVIEW

This could turn out to be one of the races of the carnival. Several talented and promising under age middle distance athletes are entered including last year’s winner Sam Hogg. The Port Adelaide athlete won the Novice 1600m at Plympton after a powerful last lap and despite being 18m back is once again in contention. The strong Toby Schreier stable has two chances in Damien Pryer and Nick Mangos.16 year old Pryer who was a creditable 5th in the Under 18 2000m steeplechase at the Australian All Schools titles. He backed up with a 10th in the Under 18 3000 metres. Earlier in the season Pryer was 3rd in the Open 3200m at Flinders. Nick Mangos ran the fastest heat of the Mt Gambier Novice 800m before finishing 4th in the final. After a solid 3rd in the 1000m Novice at Colley Reserve, Mangos found the Novice 1600m at Plympton a bit too far and should appreciate the two laps of Adelaide Oval. Matthew Ferber was 2nd in the Under 20s’ 800m at Flinders and 6th in the Colley Reserve Novice 1000m and must a rate a big chance. The Peter Brennan trained Matthew Fallon also looked promising at Flinders finishing 3rd after making the final of the Henley Novice 800m. Hayden Cook was 3rd in the Mt Gambier Novice 800m and held on for 4th in the Novice 1600m at Plympton. The only 800m runner in the Paul Young stable, Cook’s best run was his 2nd place in a 400m Novice heat at Salisbury North behind his stable-mate Stuart Stevenson, after conceding Stevenson 4m start. He should be right in the finish.

Final 6 Prediction: M Ferber, H Cook, N Mangos, M Fallon, D Pryer, S Hogg.

